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6.1 Illustrative Site Layout

The landscape proposals for Block A present a 
community led and inclusive vision for greener 
surroundings, safe and accessible routes, nature 
based play, and a more welcoming entrance to the 
estate.

The resulting design delivers a connected and resilient 
landscape that supports daily life, strengthens 
neighbourhood identity, and enhances ecological 
value.

Proposals Summary

• Gateway planting and improved streetscape 
greening create a more inviting entrance into the 
estate.

• The civic interface is strengthened through 
planting, clear sightlines, and high quality paving 
that improves legibility and comfort for 
pedestrians.

• Bu�er planting, new street trees, and generous 
front gardens help define a soft, residential 
character along all edges of Block A.

• Movement through the site is designed to be clear, 
accessible, and low carbon. An external cycle hub 
supports active travel, while pedestrian routes are 
generous and level throughout 

• Play is integrated across the landscape o�ering 
varied play experiences for children of di�erent 
ages and abilities, encouraging exploration and 
social engagement.

• A cohesive material palette supports long term 
durability, accessibility, and ease of maintenance. 

Further information can be found within the 
Landscape Statement that accompanies this 
planning application.
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Climate positive design underpins the proposals for the Site, 
delivering a landscape that actively supports low carbon living and 
long term environmental resilience. The strategy enhances active 
travel, significantly increases tree cover, reuses on site materials, 
enriches ecological habitats, and provides generous green space 
for residents and visitors. The design also introduces diverse 
planting typologies and exceeds biodiversity targets, ensuring a 
greener and healthier environment for the community.

Extensive urban greening contributes directly to improved air 
quality, comfort, and wellbeing. It supports active lifestyles, offers 
shade and cooling, reduces stress, and strengthens community 
connection.

Key Landscape Performance Highlights

 — These metrics demonstrate the scale of positive change 
delivered by the proposals:

 — Play provision: 767.2 square metres delivered, exceeding 
the required 621.4 square metres

 — Tree canopy uplift: Net increase of 40 trees

 — Biodiversity Net Gain: Plus 29.73 percent, achieved through 
varied and resilient habitats

 — Urban Greening Factor: Improved from 0.17 to 0.51, tripling 
existing conditions

 — Surface water resilience: Sealed surfaces reduced by 24 
percent

 — Community amenities: 42 varied seating opportunities and 
10 square metres of resident grow garden

 — Active travel: Additional short stay cycle parking to support 
sustainable movement

Together, these measures create a high performing, nature rich 
and socially inclusive landscape that supports the ambitions set out 
in the following chapters: background context, design concepts, 
and the detailed strategies that shape the public realm. 

1.4 Landscape - Key Metrics

Play quantum 
Required = 621.4 m² 
Proposed = 767.2 m² 

Varied seating opportunities

Individual and communal seats

42no. (21 stands)

Short Stay Cycle Spaces

Net uplift of 40 trees +29.73% Biodiversity Net Gain

Urban Greening Factor 
Existing = 0.19

Urban Greening Factor 
Proposed = 0.49 

2.5 times of existing

Reduction of sealed surfaces  
by 24%

10m² resident grow garden 
planting area
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We’re delighted that the plans for what 
is known as ‘Block A’ have now been 
approved by the Wandsworth Council 
planning committee.

We now have approval to start the demolition 
and construction of the area at the corner of 
Roehampton Lane and Holybourne Avenue 
(the site of the old Co-op and pharmacy, 
youth club and housing offices).    

We committed to building on this site first 
because you told us you were unhappy that 
the site had been vacant for so long. 

 
New Community Hub - local landmark 
building that is highly flexible and adaptable 
to meet the needs of local people today and in 
the future.

New Homes - 55 Low Cost Rent homes with a 
mix of 1, 2, 3 and 4 bed apartments, including 
wheelchair accessible homes, creating a 
balanced community that offers choice and 
homes for life.

High Quality Landscape & Play Space - 
creatively reworking the site levels to provide 
a range of spaces for residential amenity and 
play space, some of which will be accessible 
to all and benefit the wider community.

Improved Landscape - A new community 
courtyard space in the centre of the site, 
alongside enhancements to the surrounding 
streets and spaces.

Illustrative site plan

View from Roehampton Lane

40 more trees Growing area
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New ‘gateway’ building

8.0 Community Hub Layout

8.7 Building Section

The section through the community hub reveals how 
we have arranged and organised the di�erent uses 
and services within a sequence of distinctive spaces. 

A double-height atrium with glazed wall frames a full-
size tree, creating an informal gathering point. A 
sculptural staircase ascends to the 1st floor plan, 
integrating tiered seating that encourages lingering 
and conversation.

Above, the column-free community hall sits beneath a 
domed roof, whilst a covered terrace overlooks 
Danebury Avenue.

The building's character emerges through its users: 
the library and o�ices animate the space by day, the 
youth provision by evening, and the community hall 
hosts weekend gatherings.

68Alton Estate, Roehampton (Block A)  I  Design & Access Statement

Sectional model through the community hub buildingStudy model exploring internal lighting qualities

8.0 Community Hub Layout

8.3 Ground Floor

The main entrance lobby functions as a social space 
that anyone can use, a place where you can spend 
some time if you don’t really want to go home- Alton’s 
living room.

A sanctuary from the hustle and bustle on Danebury 
Avenue, somewhere to sit and read the local 
newspaper, a place to meet people before heading to 
a class.

The dividing wall into the lift lobby o�ers an 
opportunity for something interesting- the community 
noticeboard, a picture window or opaque screen 
that’s animated by the the shapes of figures moving 
past on the other side.

A filigree screen with sliding gate defines the entrance 
into the library, punctuated by the reception desk that 
wraps around and fronts into the entrance lobby 
o�ering a friendly first port of call for visitors.

Beyond the library entrance, a large tree occupies the 
double height space extending the landscape from 
outside into the building. A wrap-around seat provides 
a moment to sit and observe the street.

The threshold between the main library and children's 
library is designed to be both playful and secure- a 
family-friendly transition.

Inside the children’s library, timber joinery provides 
intimate spaces to read books or tell stories. Above, 
the ceiling is brought to life with flu�y clouds that 
provide di�use lighting and acoustic absorption.

It’s envisaged that the GP Surgery reception area 
fronting  Roehampton Lane will share the same 
internal character and qualities.
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Conceptual sketches and renderings that imagine the spatial and material qualities of the internal spaces within the building
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8.2 Layout Overview

Amount:  2891m2 GIA

Children's Library
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Sta� Welfare Facilities 
Youth Space
Bookable Meeting Rooms
Community Hall & Kitchen
GP Surgery

209m2
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72m2

317m2

217m2

246m2

246m2

Ground Floor Plan

1st Floor Plan

3rd Floor Plan

2nd Floor Plan

Roof Plan
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New affordable family-sized homes 

7.0 Residential Building Layout
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7.2 Layout Overview

Amount:  55 homes/ 5914m2 GIA

1 bed/ 2 person
2 bed/ 4 person
3 bed/ 5 person
4 bed/ 6 person x2
4 bed/ 7 person  x2

Wheelchair Accessible Homes:  6 homes (10%)
• 4 x 2 bed/ 4 person apartments
• 1 x 3 bed/ 5 person apartment
• 1 x 4 bed/ 6 person apartment

Wheelchair User Dwellings designed to Approved 
Document Part M4(3) standard of the Building 
Regulations.
All remaining homes designed to Part M4(2) standard.

x 15 (27%)
x 24 (44%)
x 12 (22%)

Ground Floor Plan 1st Floor Plan 2nd - 4th Floor Plans 5th - 8th Floor Plans Roof Plan

x 4 (7%)

Cycle Parking:  106 spaces
• 103 long stay parking spaces
• 3 visitor parking spaces

Car Parking Spaces:  2 spaces
• Car-free development
• 2no. Accessible parking spaces located on-street 

adjacent to the main entrance on Holybourne 
Avenue

Dual Aspect:  62% 
• Includes all family-sized homes
• No single aspect north facing homes.

Shared Outdoor Space:  505m2

• Secure and overlooked shared garden providing 
spaces to sit, play and grow food.

Private Outdoor Space:  744m2 (combined total)

• Generous and well-proportioned balconies sized 
to meet Wandsworth’s Local Plan space 
standards (i.e. 10m2 for 1 bed homes, and 15m2 for 
2+ bed homes).

• 2m deep to accommodate table and chairs and 
assist with wheelchair user turning.
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Ground Floor

First Floor Second to Fourth Floor Fifth to Eighth Floor
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7.3 New Homes

The internal layouts of the proposed homes have 
benefited from input by a specialist housing 
occupational therapist as well as from the Alton 
Access & Inclusion Steering Group.

Key principles and features include:

• All homes with traditional entrance hallway 
leading to living/ kitchen/ dining areas and 
bedrooms.

• Majority of built-in storage located in hallways for 
convenience and ease of access.

• Washing machine integrated within utility 
cupboard to limit noise impact.

• Principle bedroom in larger homes located closest 
to the main entrance for added security.

• Twin bedroom layouts shown to suit families with 
children.

• Larger homes with separate living and kitchen/
dining areas.

• Larger homes with additional WC/ shower room 
rather than just an additional WC.

• Corner windows where feasible to provide drama 
and maximise views out.

• Generous and well-proportioned balconies 
allowing outdoor table and chairs.
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leading to living/ kitchen/ dining areas and 
bedrooms.

• Majority of built-in storage located in hallways for 
convenience and ease of access.

• Washing machine integrated within utility 
cupboard to limit noise impact.

• Principle bedroom in larger homes located closest 
to the main entrance for added security.

• Twin bedroom layouts shown to suit families with 
children.

• Larger homes with separate living and kitchen/
dining areas.

• Larger homes with additional WC/ shower room 
rather than just an additional WC.

• Corner windows where feasible to provide drama 
and maximise views out.

• Generous and well-proportioned balconies 
allowing outdoor table and chairs.

2 Bed/ 4 Person Apartment
72.0m2

3 Bed/ 5 Person Apartment
91.3m2

1 Bed/ 2 Person Apartment 
51.6m2

4 Bed/ 6 Person Apartment
108.8m2
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1 bed 2 person
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Alton masterplan update

Renewal areas

Community Square

Danebury Neighbourhood Family Hub - Portswood Place

Danebury Retail Parade 166/168 Roehampton Lane

166/168 Roehampton Lane
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 Masterplan - Planning Timeline

���� ����

Public 
Exhibition

PPA

Submission

Public 
Exhibition

Public 
Exhibition

Public 
Exhibition

Potential themes for discussion

• Public Realm

• Village Green & Buildings

• Community Square

• Homes

• Portswood Place

• Shopping Parade

• Library refurbishment

• Playspaces

Design process

FEBFEB MARMAR APRAPR MAYMAY JUNJUN JULJUL AUGAUG SEPSEP OCTOCT NOVNOV DECDEC JANJAN FEBFEB MARMAR

PPAPPAPPAPPAPPAPPAPPAPPA

ACP
A&I A&I A&IA&IYAP YAP YAP YAP YAP

ACP ACP ACP ACP ACP ACP ACP ACP ACP ACP

DRP

GLA & TfL

  Landscape design

  Public realm & massing   Public realm & massing Ongoing Design updates

Design updates Emerging expression   Home layouts and architectural expression

  Outline Parameter Plans & Design Code

  Engineering design - Structural, MEP, Fire, Drainage

  Transport, access and servicing design

  Townscape & Heritage assessments

  Sustainability strategies and detailed studies

GLA & TfL

20th Century Soc

GLA GLA

DRP

PPA

Design Freeze

GLA & TfL

Towards a planning application

Proposed areas for change shown within the red lines

Masterplan - Planning Timeline

1. Danebury Neighbourhood

2. Danebury Retail Parade

3. Portswood Place

4. 166/168 Roehampton Lane

5. Block A

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

GLA

TfL

PPA

ACP

Greater London Authority - 
The London Mayor’s Office

Transport for London

Meetings with Wandsworth 
planning Department

Alton Community Panel

A&I

YAP

DRP

Access & Inclusion Panel

Youth Advisory Panel

Design Review Panel

An Outline Planning Application 
An outline planning application 
is a type of planning permission 
used to establish whether a 
development is acceptable in 
principle, before working out all the 
detailed design.

A Detailed Planning Application 
A detailed planning application 
(more commonly called a full 
planning application) is when you 
apply for planning permission with 
all the specifics of your proposal 
included upfront.

We are aiming to submit a Hybrid 
Planning Application in Spring 2027.

A Hybrid Planning Application 
A hybrid planning application is a mix 
of both an outline planning application 
and a full (detailed) planning application 
submitted together in one application. 
This will help us to start the construction 
programme as soon as possible.

ARP Detailed Application

ARP Outline Application

Existing Buildings
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What’s happening, and when

2026

2027

2028/ 
2029

2032

Spring
• Focus Hall refurbished and re-opened 
• Demolition works to start on site of ‘Block A’ new community 

hub and council homes
• Improvement works continue on Alton Activity Centre & 

Downshire Field play spaces
• New ramp at Roehampton Family Hub to improve accessibility
• Portswood Place artwork unveiled 
• Play Rangers start
• Food waste bin roll-out completed across Alton
• Youth Hub opened at Roehampton Family Hub
• Drop kerbs delivered across the Alton
• E-bike/E-scooter parking bay installed at the Base

Summer
• Detailed design work with community on Alton area masterplan
• Alton Activity Centre & Downshire Field playspaces open
• New creative lighting projects installed

Winter
• Community bluescapes programme delivered (co-designed 

SuDS systems across 4 priority areas: Alton School, Highcliffe 
Drive, Roehampton Methodist Church & Norley Value)

Spring 
• Construction works continue on ‘Block A’ community hub and 

council homes
• Alton masterplan considered for planning permission 

• ‘Block A’ community hub and homes completed 
• Construction works start on Portswood Place new community 

building

• Construction works start on Danebury Neighbourhood new 
homes, public square and retail parade 

• New Portswood Place community building with nursery and 
GP surgery completed

• Danebury Neighbourhood completed with new homes, public 
square, community spaces and retail parade

2030/ 
2031
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How you have helped shape  
the Alton design so far

Key takeaways:

Discussions during the walkabout:
•	Improve the area around Allbrook House & Carpark
•	Congested streets and parking problems
•	Typical Alton building types and shapes
•	How a community square could work
•	What shops and community uses are needed

Estate walkabout
November 2024

Workshops with community 
leaders.

- What community spaces 
are needed? Who will use 
them?

•	Where different community 
uses could be located

•	Which uses are able to 
share spaces

•	The need for a large hall 
space at Portswood Place

•	What uses the re-purposed 
library space could provide

Community Space Needs 
Assessment workshops
June & September 2025

Themes of the workshop:
•	Housing and Public Realm
•	Shops
•	Community Facilities

Takeaways:
•	Preference for smaller 

block footprints with space 
between

•	Open deck access to flats 
is not preferred

•	A larger, better stocked 
supermarket is needed

•	Need for a mix of shops that 
open into the evening

Designing Danebury
November 2024

Members of The Base 
discussed the youth space in 
Block A

- What should the new space 
be like? 

- What needs to be in it?

•	Some quiet study space in 
needed

•	A creative space, spaces to 
make films and music

•	Storage is important
•	How the youth space 

integrates with other uses 
in the building

Youth Advisory Panel
April 2025

A walkabout on the estate 
with wheelchairs and 
mobility scooters

Takeaways:
•	Home design must cater for 

mobility needs
•	Bad pavement quality and 

uneven surfaces

•	The lack of safe road 
crossings with dropped 
kerbs

•	Some shops have no level 
access

•	A lack of organised cycle 
parking on the estate

Access & Inclusion Panel 
& Wheelabout workshop

November 2024,  
January & April 2025

Design update for discussion:
•	The creation of a large 

central green space
•	Allow more routes through 

to Roehampton Lane and 
buses

•	Possibilities to improve 
Danebury Avenue 
by including it in the 
masterplan

•	Safe pedestrian and cycle 
routes

Public Exhibitions
June 2025

A variety of sessions to  
discuss:
•	The identity of the Alton 

Estate
•	The character and uses of 

the village green
•	The community square and 

its uses

•	Neighbourhood 
characteristics

•	Naming of proposed new 
buildings and spaces

•	The design evolution of 
Block A

•	New lighting strategies
•	Improved pedestrian routes

ACP Masterplan/Character
May - current

260328-WBC-AER-002-Exhibition boards.indd   8260328-WBC-AER-002-Exhibition boards.indd   8 31/03/2026   12:42:1831/03/2026   12:42:18



Alton Community Panel

Alton Community Panel is a group of 15 residents 
from across both Alton East and West. They meet 
once a month to discuss the regeneration and to 
look at a detailed element of the design which  
is presented by either the design team, or an  
expert from a certain area - such as a specialist 
lighting designer, or the transport team at 
Wandsworth Council.
So far, the panel have met ten times - for 2 hours 
every month, building understanding, providing 
input and working together to make decisions. 
The panel also went to visit the Una Marsden  
Library in Southwark - designed by HTA - for  
a comparison visit to help inform the design  
of Block A.

Welcome session
Panel Launch: get to know each other, introduce the renewal 
programmes. Setting expectations: opportunities for influence, 
learning, impact and future legacy 

Takeaways: The panel wants involvement in decision making, and 
clear explanation of programmes.

Session 1 - May 2025

Lighting Strategy
Make resident-led decisions on lighting projects in the  
‘meanwhile’ use.

Takeaways: The panel identified priorities for lighting projects: Estate 
access routes, Library area, Portswood Place.  
Decisions to be implemented where possible.

Session 6 - September 2025

Understanding Renewal & Alton’s Identity
Providing a deeper understanding of the renewal programme, and 
discussions defining Alton’s identity

Takeaways: The panel drafted a ‘statement of identity’, covering 
heritage, green space, multicultural life and peacefulness.

Session 2 - May 2025

Block A & Health Impact Assessment
Providing resident-led impacts of the Block A proposals on health and 
wellbeing

Takeaways: Planning Health Impact Statement for Block A drafted  
to incorporate panel priorities and insights

Session 7 - October 2025

Village Green design brief and panel influence
Building knowledge to co-create a resident-led briefing statement for 
the design of the village green

Takeaways: The panel drafted an outline design brief to inform future 
landscape and public realm design.

Session 3 - June 2025

Pedestrian Improvements
Strategise estate-wide priorities for improving the pedestrian 
experience

Takeaways: The panel identified the priorities for improvements.  
The panel provided resident-led experience to be integrated into 
safety, accessibility and useability considerations.

Session 8 - November 2025

Setting the panel’s forward plan
Planning the activities and themes for the next 6 months

Takeaways: :he panel agreed to focus on one topic per meeting, 
better panel briefings and feedback loops requested, agreed some 
sessions would involve direct decision making.

Session 4 - July 2025

Update on the Block A proposals
Providing an update of the status of the Block A proposals and future 
engagement opportunities.

Takeaways: Aspects of design were identified where the panel 
could engage after planning submission. The inclusion of the wider 
community in some of these aspects for 2026 was agreed.

Session 9 - December 2025

Masterplan sites – character and identity
Informing designers of the ‘look & feel’ of key sites

Takeaways: The panel drafted outline character briefs for:  
community buildings, green spaces, and architecture.  
These are to be used to inform the architect’s design development. 

Session 5 - August 2025

Evaluation and Priorities
Feedback on the first year of meetings and programming the 
upcoming year.

Takeaways: Priorities and improvements identified for future panel 
meetings and formats.

Session 10 - February 2025
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What’s important to you?

Shopping Parade
The renewed shopping parade at Danebury Avenue 
with a bigger supermarket and new shops.

Community Square
A new community square and events space west 
of Allbrook House (currently the ramp and carpark 
location).

Put stickers next to the things you think are most in need of  
community input and feedback

Block A
The community hub building with the relocated 
library, new youth space, community hall, meeting 
rooms and a new GP surgery.

Portswood Place
The new family hub with community facilities for 
everyone to use.

Public Realm
The design of the streets, the green spaces and 
everything that sits between the buildings.

Library Refurbishment
The renewed library building - reimagined with new 
uses - what should they be?

Homes
The homes themselves - what they look like, options 
for internal layouts and communal spaces like 
corridors and entrances.

Village Green
The new green space in the centre of the Danebury 
Neighbourhood.

Playspaces
Playspaces for all ages and abilities - what would you 
like to see?
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