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PROOF OF EVIDENCE 4.


Parking and Transport

1. The lack of transport assessment is an area of concern for many regarding this proposal. Public consultations have not been carried out, which does not adhere to due process. There is already a parking problem for local residents, there is no indication of how the council proposes to accommodate the inevitable surge in increased demand for parking spaces. Despite parking restrictions we already have trouble finding parking places on our roads in this area.

2. This was one of the points raised in my original objection to the planning proposal which I emailed to, among others, Wandsworth councillor Adrian Flook. This was his response:

Dear Ms Pearson
Thank you for your email. I do not believe that Scholars Road is in the London Borough of Wandsworth and that you are a resident in Lambeth. 
Furthermore, I am not sure I recognise the validity of many  of the points you have raised with me. I am certain that the proper process will have been carried out by the planning officers at Wandsworth Council.  There is no requirement for Wandsworth to consult with residents of a neighbouring borough, indeed, it would probably be ultra vires to do so, but there is a requirement both to inform and consult with the neighbouring Borough. 
I suggest therefore that you take this up with Lambeth Council.
Yours sincerely
Adrian Flook

3. No requirement for Wandsworth council to consult with residents of a neighbouring borough? ‘Ultra vires’ to do so? Surely those who would be most affected by the development should be the priority of the consultation process. With the closest entrance being right on the border of  Lambeth, access & parking is primarily in the vicinity of Lambeth, therefore Lambeth residents will be the ones most impacted.  

4. I was shocked at this response, but at the same time it reflected the dismissive way the council have dealt with local concerns regarding this proposal. 

5. The lack of transport study on the likely effect of the facility to the common and its neighbourhood indicates a failure to recognise the current traffic issues already faced by locals in the surrounding roads. 

6. Parents bringing children to the play area or to football matches on the common, dog owners driving their dogs to walk them on the common, the influx of cars of members attending the events at the boxing club. The area can quickly become gridlocked with vehicles, the absence of dedicated parking already results in illegally parked cars in the area and the new facility is inevitably likely to cause even more extreme congestion. The council is already failing to prevent this tarmaced area of the common being used as a car park. Dog walkers, cyclists, joggers & perhaps more crucially young children already jostle  at this narrow entrance with parked & turning cars as well as railway maintenance vehicles and waste trucks. 
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7. To suggest in the application’s Green Transport Plan that they would  ‘encourage users and staff to journey to and from the facility on foot, by bike and on public transport’ is an unlikely & unrealistic scenario in reality. 

8. They suggest that ‘based on experience from other centres most of the users are located  within 15 minutes walk from the location’. However, closer scrutiny of the responses left on the Wandsworth planning portal indicated that the majority of supporters of this proposal were not local residents. The main users will be a selective football club, 75% of whose members live over a mile away and a large proportion will travel by car with children under the age of 16. 

9. The application has no provision for the additional parking on the grounds that the site is in existing use and the development would entail only a relatively small extension.  Yet the developer boasts on its site about the large number of attendees at their venues: 
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The lack of parking provision raised some concern at the meeting of the Planning Applications Committee in May 2020. This from the minutes of the meeting:

In terms of vehicular access, it was confirmed that the application contained no
provision for parking and that the local area had CPZ control. It was noted by the
Planning Officer that the application had been considered in the context of the site
and pitch being in existing use, and that the development would entail only a
relatively small extension. Therefore, it had been considered that an individual
targeted assessment of the traffic impact would not be warranted. Councillor Gilbert
noted a previous application for space on Wandsworth Common, for which issues
had arisen relating to the inadequacy of the review on the impact on transport and
parking, so was therefore concerned that the issue had not been fully investigated
before a decision was made on this application.
Councillor Loveland raised a concern regarding the intensity of use of the site
following the development. The Football Club wanting to use the site drew support
from a wide area across London, so he considered that transport implications should
have been investigated in greater detail. He also questioned the classification of the
land as ‘Use Class D2’ (a sports or recreational facility), noting that the site had a
long history of community use and raising concerns over the lack of community offer
that would be provided in the event of the application being approved. He therefore
suggested that the application be deferred so these matters could be investigated
further. The Planning Officer reported that the officer assessment was that the site
should be classified as Class D2.

10. The amount of people that will be converging here will be quite significant. The total number of employees according to the proposal will be around 30 which includes coaches as well as full & part time staff. There could potentially be as many as 80 players coming to (& 80 going from) the site every hour at peak times. There are four artificial pitches proposed which will be used intensively seven days a week until 9pm, These levels go far beyond the capacity of this area of parkland to absorb and yet go unmentioned in the council application.
 
11. Local residents (many of whom have young children) already report difficulty finding spaces to park, in particular in the evenings after school and at weekends…times that a football club would be at its busiest. There are only 3 pay to park spaces by the common on Cavendish Road.  The common end of Scholars Road has 7 pay to park spaces which are permanently occupied. In the space of less than an hour just today my car which is on a garage forecourt was hemmed in by delivery vans unable to find alternative space to pull over. 
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12. There has also been concern raised over the levels of pollution cause by traffic already, and the potential increase in exhaust pollution from incoming and outgoing cars to the facility is a concern. Here are some comments from a brief survey I took from a few local residents on my road this week:

Deanne, no.10 Scholars Road:  ‘The road is busier than ever now it is impacted by school related permit holders on weekdays, farmers market traders on Saturdays. And every day by people who work in retail and hospitality in Balham as we are the first street back from the High St and Bedford hill that is unrestricted weekday afternoons and weekends. 
I often have to stop in the road to offload groceries then park several metres away in the street. I’m glad I’m not coping with a baby or young children.”

Ailsa Wallis, no. 57 Scholars Road:
We regularly find it difficult to find parking spaces and even harder for guests. My other big concern is that there are a lot of young children living on this road. More traffic presents a serious risk to their safety. As much as we keep an eye on them, balls roll is not the road etc which is only just manageable with current levels of traffic.

Jeff, no.60 Scholars Road:
I find it increasingly hard to find a space and it’s not easy for visiting guests to park or for delivery vans to pull over, so they end up having to block the road. 

Andy Tighe, no.12 Scholars Road:
I’d say parking is pretty much at full capacity most evenings and I predict if this development goes ahead it will definitely get worse.

Bernadette (no.?) Scholars Road:
It’s already difficult to find space on Saturdays and evenings after work. 

Stephen no.74 Scholars Road:
We pay out for a parking permit and find it hard to get parking space in the evening, and weekends are worse.

Sarah Haspel no.70 Scholars Road:
Why did nobody consult us on the potential impact of an increase of traffic and parking in the vicinity of the main entrance to the site? Pollution levels are already reported to be high in this area. I have a young child who has been hospitalised on numerous occasions with breathing issues. For parents of children with asthmatic conditions and breathing issues additional traffic is not welcome as it is proven to reduce air quality.

13. The applicant has failed to address probably the most important infrastructural issue in their proposal. They have given an unrealistic forecast of the potential traffic influx because in reality it would be impossible to allocate the required parking spaces to cater for the large quantities of both staff and members. 

14. I feel this weakens the validity of their application quite considerably because realistically the knock on effect of the increase in traffic for the local population would be untenable. On these grounds (& I speak on behalf of many local residents) we reject the proposed development.

Taina Pearson
78 Scholars Road
SW12 0PG
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Friday Night 5s Fulham - Rocks Lane

Today we regularly attract almost 2,500 junior footballers every Friday evening across four West
London venues playing on 29 pitches. It's an incredible buzz!
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