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PROOF OF EVIDENCE 5.

The Developer


1. The developer TFC Leisure was the subject of a recently failed attempt to site football facilities in Roehampton in collaboration with Wandsworth Borough Council. 

1.2 This development was abandoned after widespread concern from residents who were angered at the lack of community engagement and felt the proposed new facilities would be a retrograde step for public use of the park.
 
1.3 In 2021, Wandsworth Borough Council acknowledged the need to make a u-turn and the plans were overturned in favour of a “pioneering” management model with a community trust, agreed in February 2021 and combined with a new four year lease. 

1.4 A local football club, Doverhouse Lions FC who provide football for around 200 children in the area were amongst those active in campaigning against TFC’s original plans, and for ensuring greater equality and diversity.

1.5 In celebrating the decision, the Community Trust commented: “A special mention must also go to Doverhouse Lions FC for their long ten year campaign to secure a community-led sustainable solution for the Fields to enable them, and the Trust, to expand greatly the highly-valued social benefit that they deliver to so many young people and families across our diverse local community.”

2. No Evidence of Community Involvement

2.1 In the case of Tooting Common, TFC Leisure’s has not directly communicated with the local communities. A website detailing a little of what was planned for the site did not go up until six months after the planning application hearing and there was no opportunity provided for the public to meet or discuss the development, virtually or in person (xi)

2.2 In the document Tooting Triangle: TFC – Proof of Evidence the developer states: TFC will ‘CONTINUE to engage with the local community’. There has been NO engagement with the local community aside from selected football clubs and official groups.

2.3  A number of one-off programmes appear to have been added to the proposals as a sop to suggest the community has been involved – when this dialogue has been non-existent.

3. Disinformation over likely beneficiaries

3.1 More concerning still has been the disinformation by the developer and the council over the likely end users of the pitch.

3.2 What is clear is there is a long-standing relationship and agreement between the developer, TFC Leisure and the selective football club, Balham FC. The two organisations have had an ongoing relationship since 2016, when the two organisations were the only ones to tender for the lease of Triangle in 2016 (Balham FC, formerly Balham Blazers, were in partnership with Team Star Sports Ltd). The tender was subsequently awarded to TFC Leisure. 

3.3 In a Letter to the Planning Inspectorate from Ms J Shearer, at Wandsworth Borough Council, dated 14 June 2021, stated commercial arrangements have not been entered into between the two parties:

Access to and availability of the proposed facilities: 
Previously expressed concerns/statements that the proposed outdoor sports pitches and associated indoor facilities will be for the sole, or predominant use, of one football club, and that an agreement has already been reached with one club, to the implied disadvantage/detriment of many/any other potential users continue to be made. 
The Council refers to and confirms its previous response and TFC’s statements that 
“We have not entered into any commercial agreements with any sporting organisations and do not intend to enter into any exclusive arrangements”

This answer was, at the very best, evasive. 

3.4 In 2019, the Club Chairman of Balham FC, Greg Cruttwell, was quoted on his club’s own website, making his support for the development clear and expecting the go ahead for a training base for their many teams at Triangle: (ix)

PLANNING APPLICATION for new training development 

Greg has been working closely with Chris Warren of TFC LEISURE LTD for a long time on an exciting new development at Tooting Triangle which Balham FC would benefit from. The latest hot off the press news is that a recent planning application has been put in. The developers would welcome your comments and support here.’

3.6 Both the Club Chairman, Greg Cruttwell, and Club Secretary of Balham FC, Jennie Molyneux, both made comments of support for the development during the planning process, and these comments made it plain that they were expecting the go ahead so that they would have a training base for their many teams at Triangle. (documents attached)

3.7 ‘Comments Made By 
Name: Balham FC Mr Greg Cruttwell 
Comments 
Type of comment: Support the proposal 
Comment: Balham FC fully supports this proposal … The club, which I founded and am Chairman of, has existed nomadically since 2001. We currently have to use 12 different school and college venues to train at, which is a logistical nightmare and means that we have no defined training base or home. We are a thriving club that now plays at semi-professional level in the FA Cup etc. We currently have 25 teams and players from aged 6 to Vets. We run holiday soccer schools for toddlers and want to expand our girls section, which currently has 3 age group teams, so that it mirrors the boys in providing a direct player pathway from Under 7 up to and into Senior football. To do this without having a facility such as Tooting Triangle at which to base ourselves will be almost impossible.’


3.8 ‘Comments Made By 
Name: Balham FC Ms Jennie Molyneux 
Comments 
Type of  comment: Support the proposal 
Comment: Balham FC is a thriving football club with over 350 players in 25 competitive squads that serves boys, girls, men and women of all ages across the local community. From toddlers in our BFC Football Schools, our established juniors and youth to our Senior Squads and even 35+ Vets team. 
We currently train at 12 different school and college venues in Wandsworth and other Boroughs, which is a logistical and financial nightmare. This is seriously damaging to the growth of the club. 
It is impossible to overstate the positive effect this would have with all teams training at the same venue, we could train at times that suit us rather than battling to survive and expand as nomads. 
Tooting Triangle would become a central base to operate from, it would develop our coaches by enabling them to share ideas and sessions and watch other squads in action. Players & parents alike would reap those benefits and really feel part of something very special. 
We see this as a vital next step in the development of the club and Balham FC truly establishing itself in the local community.’



3.9 Both of these comments were available on the WBC planning website during the planning process. None of the comments, both objecting or supporting, are available now, although it would be beneficial for the Inspector to be able to view all of these comments, particularly the 1000+ objections that were mostly dismissed by the PAC.

3.10 It is clear from these support comments that it had already been decided between TFC and BFC that Balham FC would have a central training base at the Triangle development.

3.11 This was reinforced by over 360 comments in support of the development being sent to the council by members of the club, made at the instigation of the club through two all-around emails to all members, requesting them to email the council in support (email attached)
 
3.12 Recognising the impact of letting their facilities to a selective club, TFC sought to distance themselves from these arrangements, and by November 2020 the club had altered it’s tune to fall in line with TFC and WBC, and issued a further statement. (x)

3.12 However, the Chairman still admitted that they will have the facilities for two nights a week and part of the weekend: Our club..,has spoken to the operator about the use of it at an agreed time on two nights a week and for a couple of hours on a weekend…

3.13 The FAQs on the website states: There have been no exclusive rights or access agreements with any local teams or clubs at amateur or semi-professional level. 

3.14 It seems they forgot to tell Balham FC this.

4. The End of Open Access to a well used community resource

4.1 TFC have explained their plans as being about creating ‘open access’ but what they want to do is fence in the redgra pitch and charge people to use it. It is completely free to use and open to all at the moment. The FAQs on their website state: We are simply proposing to refurbish, improve and make safe the existing area with open access for all.’

4.2  The developer refers to the increasing popularity of activities including personal training, martial arts, dance and music, but none of these activities will be able to carried out if the fenced off facility is approved. 

4.3 TFC insist the pitch is ‘underused’, in what respect? It’s used by the community all year round, for many different activities, particularly when the rest of the common is waterlogged and muddy. By removing free access to this piece of common land there will be a loss of existing facilities and it will have many harmful impacts on the common as a whole and its community.

4.4 TFC suggest that the pitch has been floodlit since the 1960’s and was originally fenced in. Locals know that there was no fencing or floodlights until the early 1980’s, and the fencing only lasted a few years before it had to be taken down. The current floodlights have rarely been used, and at most are used for an hour a week between September – March. TFC want this area to be floodlit seven days a week, from September to May.

4.5 This is an exponential increase in light pollution, visual intrusion and disturbance, this point has been dismissed by TFC and Wandsworth.


5. Discrepancies in TFCs proposed provision

5.1 TFC  implies there will be staffed Stay and Play from 9am to 9.30pm Monday to Friday, and 9am to 8pm at the weekends and that there will also be soft play provision open all the time. They say they will provide tumble tots, martial arts, monkey music, mini co-ordinator activities, children’s parties, adult yoga, pilates, aerobics. Where is the space inside for all of these activities?  It is not feasible.

5.2  In Tooting Triangle: TFC – Proof of Evidence (3.4)  the developer states that the pitches will have greater capacity than previously outlined with room for 6 5x5 pitches. This was not mentioned in the planning application, and raises the possibility of 60 players using the area at one time, or 120 children with parents and carers once the changeover periods are considered. 

5.3 The TFC Method Statement includes cricket, and unihoc although there is little evidence of this at other sites. 

5.4 TFC and WBC refuse to recognise that this development will result in heavy overuse of what is now a much loved quiet peaceful area of Tooting Common, yet TFC proudly talk of Friday Night Fives, attracting thousands of young football players every Friday evening. This is advertised already on their website as ‘coming soon’, inviting players to book expensive places at the Balham site for this activity. It’s this sort of over use of the site that will destroy the uniqueness of Triangle Field, and should not be allowed on common land.(xiii)

5.5  It is plain that TFC are unable to represent themselves honestly and openly, nor have they been prepared to answer questions directly from a concerned community.  To date, they have not proved a trustworthy entity to run a facility on land that is of enormous value to the public 


6. Playing Pitch Strategy

6.1 In considering TFC’s proof of evidence, Chris Warren states in 3.1 of the application that the aims are in line with Wandsworth Borough Councill’s Playing Pitch Strategy, however the strategy supplied and referred to is from 2013 and is nine years out of date. 

6.2 The latest strategy is in the Wandsworth Borough Council infrastructure plan. (ii)
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/10183/infrastructure_delivery_plan_2022.pdf

6.3 This makes very clear that the most immediate local need is for fullsize pitches and not for small sided games. 

6.4 These latest figures put the need at 8 full-size adult pitches, 12.5 for youth, 9.5 for 9v9 pitches and just 3.5 for 7v7 and 5v5 pitches. This equates to a need for 30 large pitches across the borough, but only 3.5 smaller pitches, which could easily be provided by one small brown field site.

6.5 The 2013 Playing Pitch Strategy recognised that Tooting Athletics Track has a full size football pitch yet was ‘available but unused’ (page 20). Is this pitch still unused 9 years later? Are WBC hoping for another development with a commercial backer here too?

6.6 To use reports from 2013 as a basis for a 2022 development is bad practice. How many more 5x5 and 7x7 pitches have been built since 2013, including local schools? There have been new pitches or upgrades at La Retraite, Chestnut Grove, St Georges Park, Falcon Park to name a few. 

6.7 Coincidentally, Wandsworth Borough Council is preparing to open a new public park in the borough at Springfield, just 1.3 miles away, but has not seen fit to include a football facility. This would’ve been a far more suitable site for TFCs development plans.
 
https://www.mylondon.news/news/south-london-news/south-london-hospital-gets-new-22355939

https://www.mylondon.news/news/south-london-news/take-look-around-stunning-new-17645776
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7. Conclusion

7.1 TFC Leisure are an ambitious organisation and are most unlikely to be satisfied with a comparatively small site. If this precedent is set who knows what they will try next on Triangle Field?

7.2 At Barnes Common, not being satisfied with a fenced compound, they have recently applied to create a ‘sports dome’ facility. (xii)

7.3 The Developer seems intent on developing large areas of South London for commercial sports centres, and has no insight into the detrimental effect that enclosing the hard standing ground that has been open for everyone to use for decades will have on Tooting Common and it’s users. 

7.4 Tooting Common should not be enclosed to provide plastic grass 3G pitches that have no open access, will be floodlit for many months of the year, and have to be booked and paid for if people want to use them. There is a huge amount of football played already on this Common. This development is completely unnecessary and must not be allowed to go ahead to serve a small vociferous football obsessed minority who refuse to see the common as a resource for everyone.











(i) http://www.putneysw15.com/default.asp?section=info&page=issuedhrfields016.htm

(ii) https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/10183/infrastructure_delivery_plan_2022.pdf

(iii) http://www.putneysw15.com/default.asp?section=info&page=issuedhrfields013.htm

(iv) https://www.change.org/p/jo-shearer-save-roehampton-playing-fields

(v) http://www.putneysw15.com/default.asp?section=info&page=issuedhrfields013.htm

(vi) https://twitter.com/roehamptonpf

(vii) https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/news/2021-news/news-february-2021/community-s-wishes-granted-with-new-management-model-agreed-for-playing-fields/

(viii) https://thephraser.com/2012/05/04/dover-house-lions-a-small-football-club-in-south-west-london/


(ix) https://balhamfc.com/news/new-club-training-development
(x) https://balhamfc.com/news/club-statement---tooting-triangle
(xi) https://tootingtriangle.com
(xii) https://rockslane.co.uk/sports-dome-at-rocks-lane/
(xiii) https://rockslane.co.uk/friday-night-fives-balham/
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From: Greg Cruttwell - Chairman of Balham FC <info@balhamfc.com>
Date: Monday, 18 May 2020
Subject: URGENT:  We need your support for Tooting Triangle TODAY
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			Dear Supporter

You may remember back in November we asked for your support for the Tooting Triangle development and you did. Thank you. 

Since then lots of planning meetings, consultations have taken place and the application is in a good place to be voted in favour (with conditions) to go through this Tuesday. 

However... 

Over the last few days a petition (found here) has been doing the rounds on social media and gained over 6000 signatures AGAINST the development. The petition is full of vitriolic statements and lacks any fact-checking against the application. As you can imagine it has fuelled social media groups all over the weekend. 

The false statements in the petition are below: 






			The development will destroy the environment of one of the remaining green spaces in London not bounded by roads.

NOT TRUE
it will improve the facilities and open up the space outside the current children's centre for more people to use. More trees in keeping with the surroundings will be planted as part of the development. 









			It will not be freely accessible to the public: It will be privately run and let out on a pay to play basis and stretch over 80 yards across the common.

NOT TRUE
The buildings will be accessible to the public for free, which includes a cafe and the main playground isn't being touched by the development and will remain free. The pitches will be built on the same footprint that is already there.









			There will be a substantial increase car parking and congestion - with the entrance to the common used day and night by a football club who play in a semi-professional league and recruit players from across South London.

NOT TRUE
There this no car paking available around the development now and this won't change. The developer has insisted on including a green transport plan (which we fully support) with all people encouraged to access by foot, bike or public transport. The pitches will also be available to other clubs and social football too. 









		Due to these inaccuracies it is likely this petition will be thrown out by the committee, but it has done its job by increasing the number of objections to the development and caused concern amongst the public. 

This is where we need you... 






		The previous support was fantastic but did draw in comments like this on social media

Looking at the PRO comments nearly all of them were between the 21st, 22nd and 23rd Nov 2019. They are nearly all just a few words, two sentences at most - very similar in content, good for the team, good for the community, will help local businesses, will cut crime - Was there a planning event around then? It feels suspiciously like a an organised campaign by the football club. Was there a planning meeting shortly after this?






		If you can spare 5 mins please support the application by completing the below form. 






		If you can spare 10mins then please support by completing the below form and writing some comments on the below areas that the council planning take into account. 
These include matters like:
· The appearance of the new development
· Whether you believe the neighbours will be disturbed anymore than currently. 
· If there is any loss privacy
· Impact on the local environment
· Whether the proposed use is suitable
· The improval of the facilities for the whole community






		If you can spare 20mins or more for the club please have a read through the Design and Access statement (pdf here) and consider commenting on the positives to the wider community as well as the club  
These include matters like:
· The appearance of the new development
· Whether you believe the neighbours will be disturbed anymore than currently. 
· If there is any loss privacy
· Impact on the local environment
· Whether the proposed use is suitable
· The improval of the facilities for the whole community






		CLICK HERE TO SUPPORT TOOTING TRIANGLE DEVELOPMENT
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		For Balham FC alone, imagine the positive effect this would have with all teams training at the same venue, we could train at times that suit us rather than battling to survive and expand as nomads. 

Tooting Triangle would become a central base to operate from, it would develop our coaches by enabling them to share ideas and sessions and watch other squads in action. Players & parents alike would reap those benefits and really feel part of something very special. 

We see this as a vital next step in the development of the club and Balham FC truly establishing itself in the local community.

We ask you to get behind this planning application through your keyboard.
Please make a comment of support by clicking the button below






		CLICK HERE TO SUPPORT TOOTING TRIANGLE DEVELOPMENT






		Thank you in advance

Yours in sport

Greg Cruttwell
Chairman & Director of Football
Balham FC






		







			Copyright © 2020 Balham FC, All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email because you opted in via our website.

Our mailing address is:
Balham FC
Flat 7, 32 The Gardens
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The Playing Pitch Strategy’s primary purpose is to provide a strategic framework which ensures that
the provision of outdoor sports facilities meet the local and community needs of existing and future
residents.

Football

Of the 84 community football pitches in the borough, 61 are rated as poor quality due to a
combination of overuse and lack of maintenance. Ancillary services and pavilions have also been
found to be lacking in terms of functionality, with teams reporting that they do not use local
authority provided changing rooms and toilets. Currently the infrastructure is beyond its healthy
capacity, as every week there are 126.5 more match equivalent sessions being played than the
pitches’ can sustain. This impacts the provision of football teams, as Balham FC reported that they
could double or triple the number of teams they field if there was sufficient infrastructure.

This issue will be exacerbated over the next 15 years as it is estimated there will be demand for 72
new teams in the borough. If the current situation is maintained, it is predicted that this will result in
an overplay of 166 match equivalent sessions per week, so to meet the increased demand 37 new
pitches need to be provided. These new pitches will need to be distributed among the different
game types, with 8 being full size adult, 12.5 for youth 11v11, 9.5 for youth 9v9, and 3.5 for both 5v5
and 7v7.

This can be done by building new pitches but also by upgrading the quality of the extant pitches;
poor quality pitches can only sustain 1 adult match per week, compared to a good quality pitch
which can manage 3. Given the number of poor quality pitches, there s significant scope to upgrade.
The provision of sportslights can be part of this upgrading programme, as this would allow for
matches and training sessions to occur in the winter evenings. Pavilions should also be renovated to
provide adequate changing and toilet facilities for both men and women.
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OFFICIAL CLUB STATEMENT (AMENDED) - TOOTING TRIANGLE  
 
Balham FC has been involved in the Tooting Triangle Development for a long time, however: 
 



1. We are ​not​ the developer. 
2. We are ​not​ putting any money into the actual development of the site not have we ‘brokered a deal’ 
3. The planned development is ​not​ for the exclusive use by any ‘semi-pro club’ or Balham FC 



 
This development has a lot of very exciting potential for the local community. It will open up the space to allow a 
diverse range of activities to take place safely for the benefit of young, old and future generations.  
 
Our club, like many others, has spoken to the operator about the use of it at an agreed time on two nights a week 
and for a couple of hours on a weekend, when we hope to run a free-to-access Community Football School for 
infants and young children. 
 
For most of the week though the facility would be available for other local youth multi-sport clubs and in the 
daytime for schools.  
 
We would not be using it for the senior level part of our club (Under 18 upwards), only for our junior age groups. 
 
Our club started back in 2001 with one Under 10 team. We now have 20 teams, 16 of  which are junior sides. 
They start at Under 8 and go through to Under 18. Our main training venue has always been Chestnut Grove 
School, who partnered with our club to obtain a Football Foundation Grant to get a pitch laid by Boundaries 
Road. We still use the school, as do other local youth football clubs, but we only have limited usage and as a 
result train at many other local floodlit venues.  
 
We are not a 'semi-pro’ club. Our 1st team's hard work, dedication, and resulting success has meant we have 
risen through the leagues to play at semi-pro level, in The FA Cup etc, but we do not pay any of our players. Most 
of them have come through our age group system and are a testament to our commitment to player progression 
from junior to adult football within our club.  
 
Naturally, the Tooting Triangle development would be of great benefit to our club, as well as many others, but it is 
not and has never been planned as a base for Balham FC. We hope it will be a multi-sports site in the local 
community that will benefit many groups. 
 
Finally, crucially, as a local club we would not support this development if we felt it was a land grab. The plan 
sticks within the existing footprint and is to improve the existing buildings and floodlit pitch, that has fallen into a 
state of disrepair, so it can be used by the local community of Balham and Tooting. It is currently unsafe for any 
organised sport to be played on it. 
 
 
Greg Cruttwell 
Chairman, Director Of Football & First Team Manager 
07763 581 523  |  g.cruttwell@btinternet.com 



 
 
 










balhamfc.com info@balhamfc.com 

 

OFFICIAL CLUB STATEMENT (AMENDED) - TOOTING TRIANGLE  

 

Balham FC has been involved in the Tooting Triangle Development for a long time, however: 

 

1. We are  not  the developer. 

2. We are  not  putting any money into the actual development of the site not have we ‘brokered a deal’ 

3. The planned development is  not  for the exclusive use by any ‘semi-pro club’ or Balham FC 

 

This development has a lot of very exciting potential for the local community. It will open up the space to allow a 

diverse range of activities to take place safely for the benefit of young, old and future generations.  

 

Our club, like many others, has spoken to the operator about the use of it at an agreed time on two nights a week 

and for a couple of hours on a weekend, when we hope to run a free-to-access Community Football School for 

infants and young children. 

 

For most of the week though the facility would be available for other local youth multi-sport clubs and in the 

daytime for schools.  

 

We would not be using it for the senior level part of our club (Under 18 upwards), only for our junior age groups. 

 

Our club started back in 2001 with one Under 10 team. We now have 20 teams, 16 of  which are junior sides. 

They start at Under 8 and go through to Under 18. Our main training venue has always been Chestnut Grove 

School, who partnered with our club to obtain a Football Foundation Grant to get a pitch laid by Boundaries 

Road. We still use the school, as do other local youth football clubs, but we only have limited usage and as a 

result train at many other local floodlit venues.  

 

We are not a 'semi-pro’ club. Our 1st team's hard work, dedication, and resulting success has meant we have 

risen through the leagues to play at semi-pro level, in The FA Cup etc, but we do not pay any of our players. Most 

of them have come through our age group system and are a testament to our commitment to player progression 

from junior to adult football within our club.  

 

Naturally, the Tooting Triangle development would be of great benefit to our club, as well as many others, but it is 

not and has never been planned as a base for Balham FC. We hope it will be a multi-sports site in the local 

community that will benefit many groups. 

 

Finally, crucially, as a local club we would not support this development if we felt it was a land grab. The plan 

sticks within the existing footprint and is to improve the existing buildings and floodlit pitch, that has fallen into a 

state of disrepair, so it can be used by the local community of Balham and Tooting. It is currently unsafe for any 

organised sport to be played on it. 

 

 

Greg Cruttwell 

Chairman, Director Of Football & First Team Manager 

07763 581 523  |  g.cruttwell@btinternet.com 
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Reference: FS158294974



Comment on a planning application



Application Details



Application: 2019/4206



Address: Balham Boxing And Youth Club 366 Cavendish Road and Football Pitch East of 366 Cavendish Road SW12



0PP



Proposal: Alterations including erection of single storey rear and side extensions, installation of replacement roof, doors,



platforms with disabled access ramps; installation of all weather football pitches with associated perimeter fencing and



floodlights.



Comments Made By



Name: Balham FC Mr Greg Cruttwell



Address: FLAT 7 TOP FLOOR 32 THE GARDENS LONDON SE22 9QF



Comments



Type of comment:  Support the proposal



Comment: Balham FC fully supports this proposal. It will be fantastic for the local community and will offer opportunities



for many different sports clubs, mainly younger ones, to make good use of it. Local schools will be able to make good use



it too. The club, which I founded and am Chairman of, has existed nomadically since 2001. We currently have to use 12



different school and college venues to train at, which is a logistical nightmare and means that we have no defined training



base or home. We are a thriving club that now plays at semi professional level in the FA Cup etc. We currently have 25



teams and players from aged 6 to Vets. We run holiday soccer schools for toddlers and want to expand our girls section,



which currently has 3 age group teams, so that it mirrors the boys in providing a direct player pathway from Under 7 up to



and into Senior football. To do this without having a facility such as Tooting Triangle at which to base ourselves will be



almost impossible. Our club - 3 times London Charter Standard Community Club of the Year and 4 times Wandsworth



Sports Club of the Year - represents the demographic of inner city London and along with many other sports clubs in the



area, such as the Boxing Club already in situ, we provide a social outlet for young people who without having a club to be



part of and belong to will not be engaged and might well get into trouble. Playing sport is incredibly important for young



people, We hear every day in the news how not enough people do so. Wandsworth does not currently meet it’s required



quota for sports facilities. There simply aren’t enough available to cope with the needs of sports clubs already in



existence, who want to grow and expand, let alone being able to provide adequate facilities for those who want to start up.



Using grass, on common land, is great, but much of the time it’s too wet and muddy or too dry in the summer to do so.



The grass areas in Wandsworth are often called off by the Council which means there is no guarantee that they can be



used. Having a community sports hub at Tooting Triangle won’t impinge on common land. It’s not destroying anything that



isn’t there already. The floodlit football pitch, which has fallen into disrepair and is currently dangerous to play on, was



originally a floodlit football pitch used by local clubs. What is being proposed is merely reinstating what was there



originally but modernising it to make it a top facility for community and school use. I lived close to the Triangle for 30 years



and used the playground and one o’clock club with my children hundreds of times. I always thought, whilst playing games



with them there, that it was a great shame the site was so dilapidated. I could see the potential it had to become a



fantastic base for community sport and as a result for social activity. If this proposal goes ahead that is what it will



become. It is not, unlike the previous unthinking Goals scheme, a decade ago, planned as a money making exercise.



Those behind building it, who have experience in creating other top sporting sites for all, are doing it because they believe



in sport in the community and want to get as many young people as possible away from social media and into doing



something that will benefit them physically and mentally. 



Greg Cruttwell 



Chairman Balham FC
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Reference: FS157889032



Comment on a planning application



Application Details



Application: 2019/4206



Address: Balham Boxing And Youth Club 366 Cavendish Road and Football Pitch East of 366 Cavendish Road SW12



0PP



Proposal: Alterations including erection of single storey rear and side extensions, installation of replacement roof, doors,



platforms with disabled access ramps; installation of all weather football pitches with associated perimeter fencing and



floodlights.



Comments Made By



Name: Mr Greg Cruttwell



Address: FLAT 7 TOP FLOOR 32 THE GARDENS LONDON SE22 9QF



Comments



Type of comment:  Support the proposal



Comment: The Charter Standard football club I founded and and am Chairman and Director of Football of - Balham FC



(formerly Blaham Blazers FC) - desperately need this facility in order to have a training base for our 25 teams of all ages. I



know the area incredibly well having lived in Pentney Road for over 30 years. I used the playground and the one o'clock



club hundreds of times with my 4 children growing up and always thought the dangerous stony football surface, which



was originally used as a floodlit pitch, back in the day, was a waste of space. Having a football facility there now isn't



actually doing anything new. It's just restoring what was there for many years, many years ago. It will be of huge benefit to



so many people in the local community, a local community that doesn't have enough sporting facilities. It won't impinge on



what is there already or create any new problems. It's a positive initiative which I believe passionately everyone should be



supporting.
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Reference: FS157998361



Comment on a planning application



Application Details



Application: 2019/4206



Address: Balham Boxing And Youth Club 366 Cavendish Road and Football Pitch East of 366 Cavendish Road SW12
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Proposal: Alterations including erection of single storey rear and side extensions, installation of replacement roof, doors,



platforms with disabled access ramps; installation of all weather football pitches with associated perimeter fencing and



floodlights.



Comments Made By



Name: Balham FC Ms Jennie Molyneux



Address: 167 FALLSBROOK ROAD LONDON SW16 6DY



Comments



Type of comment:  Support the proposal



Comment: Balham FC is a thriving football club with over 350 players in 25 competitive squads that serves boys, girls,



men and women of all ages across the local community. From toddlers in our BFC Football Schools, our established



juniors and youth to our Senior Squads and even 35+ Vets team. 



We currently train at 12 different school and college venues in Wandsworth and other Boroughs, which is a logistical and



financial nightmare. This is seriously damaging to the growth of the club. 



It is impossible to overstate the positive effect this would have with all teams training at the same venue, we could train at



times that suit us rather than battling to survive and expand as nomads. 



Tooting Triangle would become a central base to operate from, it would develop our coaches by enabling them to share



ideas and sessions and watch other squads in action. Players & parents alike would reap those benefits and really feel



part of something very special. 



We see this as a vital next step in the development of the club and Balham FC truly establishing itself in the local



community. 
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