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APPLICATION FOR CONSENT TO CARRY OUT WORKS ON 

COMMON LAND 
 

Commons Act 2006: Section 38 

 

National Trust Act 1971: Section 23 
 

Greater London Parks and Open Spaces Order 1967: Article 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Return completed application to: 
 
The Commons Team 
The Planning Inspectorate 
3A Temple Quay House 

2 The Square 
Temple Quay 
Bristol 
BS1 6PN 
 
Tel: 0303 444 5408 
 
 
E-mail: commonlandcasework@planninginspectorate.gov.uk 
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• Before you apply for consent you should consult informally and widely about the 

proposed works as this may help you identify and overcome any objections. 
• Answer all the questions on this form in full, tick all relevant boxes and use a separate 

sheet where there is insufficient space for your answer. 
• Refer to separate Notes on completing this form (the “Notes”) and Guidance Sheets 

(listed at Annex F of the Notes) before applying. 
• Read Guidance Sheets 1a, 1b and 1c for all Section 38 cases. 
• Read Guidance Sheet 2a if the land is owned by the National Trust. 
• Read Guidance Sheet 2b if the land is registered as a town or village green. 
• Read Guidance Sheet 2c if the land is regulated by a scheme of management. 
• Read Guidance Sheet 2d if the land is owned/managed by a London Borough Council. 
 

 

Legislation  
 

 This application is made under:  

  Section 38: Commons Act 2006 for land which is:- 
• registered common land 

• other land (e.g. registered town or village green) to which Section 38 applies 

  Section 23: National Trust Act 1971 

  Article 12: The Greater London Parks and Open Spaces Order 1967 

   

 

SECTION A – The common land  
 

1.  Name and full address of 
common 
 

 

CL no or VG no 
 

 

Commons Registration 
Authority (Usually the 
county council or unitary 
authority) 

 

 

SECTION B1 – The applicant  
 

2.  Forename 
 

 

Surname 

 

 

Organisation (if 
appropriate) 

 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr) 
 

 

Full Postal Address  
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Postcode 

Telephone No/Mobile 

E-mail address

3. Do you prefer to be contacted by
(ignore if you are using an agent)

Post E-mail

SECTION B1a – The agent (where relevant) 

3a.  Forename 

Surname 

Organisation (if 
appropriate) 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr) 

Full Postal Address 

Postcode 

Telephone No/Mobile 

E-mail address

Do you prefer to be contacted by Post E-mail

SECTION B2 – The owner of the common land 

4. Forename

Surname

Organisation (if
appropriate)

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr)

Full Postal Address

Postcode 

Telephone No/Mobile 

E-mail address
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SECTION C – Area of common and common rights 

5. What is the total area of the common as registered?

What common rights, if any, are registered? (e.g. number and type) 

6. 

Are the common rights ever exercised? Yes No 

If yes, please give details e.g. which commoners are active, which rights are 
exercised and how frequently? 
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7. Give details of any relevant leaseholders, other occupiers, those holding any 

relevant charges or those with rights of access over the land. 

  

 

SECTION D1 – The proposal  
 

8. What works are proposed? (tick all that apply)  

  fencing 

  building(s) 

  other structures(s) 

  ditch(es), trench(es), embankment(s) 

  sealed paths, roads or tracks (e.g. concrete or tarmacadam) 

  other works, please specify: 

   

 

   

   

 

9. Are the proposed works permanent or temporary?  

  permanent 

  temporary 

  mixed permanent and temporary 

 If temporary, how long will they be needed?  

  

 

10. Is this application, or any part of it, for works that have 
already been carried out?  

 Yes  No 
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11. Describe the proposed works below, including the area (in square metres) that they 

will occupy.  Please include details such as materials to be used and dimensions of all 
structures.  Make clear which works are permanent, which are temporary, and which 
works, if any, have already been carried out. (If the works are only for fencing go 
straight to Section D2) 

  

 

12. Explain why the proposed works are needed and how they fulfil the criteria set out in 
Section 39 of the Commons Act 2006. If the proposed works include fencing, please 

also complete section D2. 
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13. Give details of any measures proposed to mitigate the visual impact of the works 

and, where appropriate, the way in which the common will be restored once the 
works are completed if consent is granted. 

  

SECTION D2 – Where the proposed works include fencing (temporary 

and permanent)  
(If your proposal does not include fencing, go straight to Section E) 
 

14. Please give details of the type(s) of fence proposed, including the height and length, 
the area (in square metres) it will enclose and the materials used. 

  

 

15. Please explain why the fencing is needed and how it fulfils the criteria set out in 
Section 39 of the Commons Act 2006. This should cover: why fencing of this type is 
needed, what the aim of the fencing is, and why it is the length proposed. You should 
also explain what other types of fencing, if any, have been considered and rejected. 
If you are applying for permanent consent please explain why temporary consent is 
not appropriate.  
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16. Please say what other measures (if any) you have considered (i.e. alternatives to
fencing) and explain why these are not suitable.

17. Give details of any measures proposed to mitigate the visual impact of the fencing.

18. Give details of the number, type and location of stiles, gates, gaps or other means of
access.

SECTION E – Planning permission 

19. a) Is planning permission needed for your proposal? Yes No 

b) If yes, has planning permission been given? Yes No 

If yes to b), please enclose a copy of the planning permission. Copy enclosed. 
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SECTION F – Designations  
 

20. Is the proposal in or near a Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI), a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) a Special 
Protection Area (SPA), or a wetland listed in accordance with the 
Ramsar convention?  

 Yes  No 

 If yes, please give details and identify this area on the map (see Section J). 

  

 

21. Will the proposal affect a Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM)?   Yes  No 

 If yes, please give details and identify the location of the SAM on the map (see 
Section J). 

  

 

22. Is the proposal in a National Park?  
 

 Yes  No 

 If yes, please give the name of the National Park.  

 Is the proposal in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(AONB)?  

 Yes  No 

 If yes, please give the name of the AONB.  

 Will the proposal affect an area of special landscape value or 
World Heritage Site? 

 Yes  No 

 If yes, please give details and identify the area on the map (see Section J). 
 

 

 

SECTION G – Existing works and adjacent common land  
 

23. Are there any existing buildings, roads, fences or other 
constructions on the common? 

 Yes  No 

 If yes, please give details. Please also identify these on the map (see Section J). 
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24. Does any area of common land or village green of a different 
registration number adjoin the common on which the works are 
proposed? 

 Yes  No 

 If yes, please give details. Please also identify the boundaries on the map (see 
Section J). 

  

 
 
 

Section H – Procedure 

 
25. Most applications are determined by the written representation procedure.  
However, we may decide that a site inspection by an Inspector is needed.  Where we 
decide that there should be a site inspection the Inspector will usually visit the site 
unaccompanied. 
 

Do you wish to be present or be represented at the site visit?    Yes     No 
If yes, please suggest a suitable meeting place.  
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SECTION I – Advertisement and consultation 

26. You must advertise your proposal in one main local newspaper and at the main
points of entry to the common (or, if there are none, at a conspicuous place on the
boundary of the common). Use the draft notice at Annex A of the Notes.

27. You must also send a copy of the notice (using the letter at Annex C, C1 or C2 of
the Notes) to the following:

the owners of the land (if different from the applicant) 

the commons council or commoners' association (if there is one) 

all active commoners  

others with a legal interest e.g. tenants, those with easements, or 
other rights over the land and any other person occupying the land 

the Parish Council 

the relevant Commons Registration Authority (usually the county 

council or unitary authority), District or Borough Council 

Natural England (Please send only to 
enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk) 

Historic England 

National Park Authority (if the proposal is in a National Park) 

AONB Conservation Board or Joint Advisory Committee (if the proposal 
is in an AONB) 

Open Spaces Society  

the local authority archaeological service 

28. Which newspaper has the

advertisement appeared in? 

On what date?

On what date will the
representation period end?

This date must be at least 28 days from the date the application is
advertised. Incorrect notices are a common problem and may result in you
having to re-advertise, so please read Section I of the Notes carefully.

Section J – Maps 

29. Please enclose two copies of the map that meets the requirements set out in Section

J of the Notes. The map should show everything required by sections F and G of this
form, and it must clearly show what you are proposing to do and where. Incorrect
or unclear maps are a common type of problem with applications for works,
so please read Section J of the Notes carefully.
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Section K – Checklist (tick to confirm) 

30. For all applications:

I have read the relevant Notes and Guidance Sheets.

I have answered all the questions on this form in full (where appropriate.)

I have enclosed a map (2 copies) that meets the requirements of Section J of
the Notes.

I have enclosed a copy of the commons register in respect of this common,
where registered, i.e. details of the land, rights, ownership and the register
map.

I have enclosed a copy of any document mentioned in answering the questions
on this form (e.g. planning permission, etc.)
I have completed and enclosed a copy of the health and safety questionnaire

I understand that any of the application papers may be copied to anyone who
asks to see them.

31. For Section 23 (National Trust Act 1971) only:

I have enclosed a letter from the National Trust confirming its view that the
proposed works are "desirable" under Section 23(1)

32. I have:

Advertised the proposal in one local newspaper

Posted a copy of the notice at the main entry points to the common

Sent a copy of the notice to all those listed at Section I

Placed a copy of the notice, map and application at the inspection point

Enclosed the letter, based on the example at Annex D of the Notes, confirming
that the advertising requirements have been met.

Signed

Name

Date

You should keep a copy of the completed form. 

General Data Protection Regulation 

Your application will be in the public domain.  Therefore all documents (both paper and 
electronic) associated with it may be disclosed during the application process to others, 
including other Central Government Departments, public bodies, local authorities, other 
organisations and members of the public. 

For information about how we process the information you provide please see Common Land 
Guidance Sheet 13: Privacy Policy at the link below. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-land-guidance-sheet-13-privacy-
policy 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-land-guidance-sheet-13-privacy-policy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-land-guidance-sheet-13-privacy-policy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-land-guidance-sheet-13-privacy-policy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-land-guidance-sheet-13-privacy-policy
scooper-grundy
Inserted Text
 Note: no "inspection" point identified or used in accordance with updated advice related to COVID 19 restrictions 
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	Text23: There are no registered rights for Tooting Bec Common. Appendix 1 includes a letter sent from the former Greater London Council to Wandsworth Borough Council stating that there were no registered commoners' rights prior to 2nd. January 1970 and that no rights could be exercised over the lands after March 1970. Appendix 1 also contains copies of the Register for Common Land for land and ownership and the applications for the registration of a claim to ownership and registration of land. Wandsworth Borough Council does not hold copies of the rights section of the Commons Register and have provided, at Appendix 2, a sworn declaration from Wandsworth's former Local Land Charges Manager who was employed by the Council when the Register for Common Land was transferred from the former Greater London Council to Wandsworth Borough Council. It is noted that this statement was sworn in connection with the Council's application, in January 2011, for consent to construct and install play equipment and related works at the Tooting Triangle, Tooting Bec Common.  It is further noted that this application was Approved and that the new play facilities have since been constructed and installed.
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	Text26: erection of floodlights mounted on 8 metre high columns (replacing existing floodlights mounted on 10 metre high columns).  The columns will be fitted with low energy LED luminaires designed to minimise light spillage on to the adjacent areas of the Common. Comparison of the contour plan for the existing floodlighting with that for the proposed installation indicates that the proposed installation will result in a substantial improvement (reduction) to the light spillage to the east and south of the sports pitch,  Light spillage to the north of the sports pitch will also be reduced although not to the same degree as to the east and south due to the prescence of an established tree screen that acts as a light shield. Operation of the floodlights will be strictly controlled with lights to be turned off no later than 21:00hrs. daily.  The use of LED's will allow for the lighting of parts of the sports pitch area when all of the area is not required unlike the existing installation which requires all lights to be turned during operating hours after dusk to closure, daily. 
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	Text29: Varying durations from a maximum of 30 weeks (from works starting on site) down to 3/4 weeks:temporary enclosure around areas marked B and C on the Construction Phase Layout Plan (Appendix 5) - approximately 15 weeks (first half of construction phase)temporary enclosure around areas marked D and E on the Construction Phase Layout Plan (Appendix 5) - approximately 15 weeks (second half of construction phase)temporary enclosure of  area marked G on the Construction Phase Layout Plan (Appendix 5) - approximately 3 weeks (mid term of construction phase for installation of surface water drainage pipes)temporary enclosure of area marked A on the Construction Phase Layout Plan (Appendix 5)  - approximately 30 weeks - throughout the duration of the project.Full details of the materials to be used in creating the temporary enclosures, the lengths of the individual fence runs and the areas enclosed together with the purposes for the proposed enclosures are provided at 14 and 15 (below) 
	Check Box21: Off
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	Text30: The construction of extensions to the rear and side elevations of the premises currently occupied by the Balham Amateur Boxing Club, the installation of new roofing across this buiding and adjacent structures currently providing toilets and changing areas and a covered link with the former Triangle One O'Clock Centre, the instalation of new external doors, disabled access ramps and platforms, all to create a clubhouse, together with the installation of new artificial grass surfaced all weather sports pitches with associated perimeter fencing and floodlighting, the new artificial grass surfaced areas and floodlights replacing an existing floodlit and degraded all weather sports pitch.The extension to north side of the premises will be constructed in painted brickwork to match the existing building and the extension to the west side of the boxing club premises will be constructed of metal cladding to match that building. Together the extensions will form a clubhouse providing a hall for the Balham Amateur Boxing Club together with changing facilities, showers and toilets and ancilliary storage for users of the indoor and outdoor sports facilities together with facilities to support the continued provision of stay and play opportunities for young children, with a refreshment facility and toilets (male, female, and disabled access) accessible to all users of the sports facilities and the wider Common.At 475sq.m. the built premises will be 57sq.m. larger than the current premises (418sq.m.)The enclosed "garden" between to pavilion and the outdoor sports pitches remains unchanged at 770sq.m. As well as providing the link between the pavilion and the sports pitches the area will provide additional outdoor space for the proposed "stay and play" provision and the refreshment facility. The outdoor artificial grass surfaced sports area will provide opportunities for people of all ages to participate in a number of outdoor sports in a safe, secure and modern environment.The area occupied by the new sports pitches remains the same as the area occupied by the current facility at 3580sq.m.Confirm that no works have been carried out.
	Text31: Currently the site consists of a steel clad building, currently the home of the Balham Amateur Boxing Club together with a range of brick built structures that provide storage and changing facilities and a brick built structure, linked to the steel clad building by a covered corridor, which houses the Triangle One O'Clock Centre providing stay and play provision for young children. Linked with, and adjacent to the buildings, is an all weather floodlit sports pitch. The buildings are somewhat dilapidated with the changing facilities in particular being in a very poor state of repair. The outdoor sports surface is likewise dilapidated, in a poor state of repair and under used.The proposed improvements will restore the facilities, indoor and outdoor, to a good and useable condition with benefits both to the users of the significantly improved sports facilities that will be provided and to the users of the surrounding Common, directly by the provision of publicly accessible toilets and a refreshment facility and indirectly by significantly improving/enhancing the visual amenity.The proposed extensions to the steel clad building are considered to be of moderate scale and located in an area between the rear elevation of the building and the adjacent and nearby railway embankment so as not to impinge on the wider open space nor on the public's ability to use and enjoy the open space.A full arboricultural survey of the site and its immediate surrounds has been carried out and adherence to its recommendations in respect of planned works to trees, including felling four mature trees, some crown reduction works to trees on the immediate perimeters and the provision and planting of replacement trees is confirmed/set out in the planning consent.In addition the improvement works include for significant improvements to the drainage infrastructure to better carry away excess surface water during periods of wet weather that have in the past led to significant flooding both on the site and on adjacent areas including the free access children's playground and the adjacent footpath routes across the Common.it is noted that account has been taken of the provisions of Article 7 of the Greater London Parks and Open Spaces Order 1967 in developing the proposed improvements to the facilities. It is noted that there is an established and well used/popular open access children's playground immediately adjacent to the southern perimeter of the site that is unaffected by the proposed works and will benefit from the provision of the publicly accessible toilets and refreshment facility that will be provided with the proposed improvements.
	Text33: With regards to mitigating any visual impact, which is considered at this stage to be minimal and limited to the fencing on the on the eastern and southern perimeters of the outdoor sports pitches the proposed fencing is of a lightweight coated wire material, finished in dark green and as such is considered to present limited visual impact. In order to further reduce the limited impact the developer will plant additional trees, on the Common, to the east of the outdoor sports pitches. Overall it is considered that the cumulative impact of the proposed improvement of the facilities will not harm the character and appearance of this part of Tooting Bec Common.  Regarding restoration of the common once works are completed the developer will, with the Council, produce a condition survey of the immediate surrounds to the development/improvement site, and will be required to return these areas to as good, or better, condition immediately after completion of the improvement works. As noted elsewhere the proposed works include significant upgrading of the surface water drainage performance and capacity in the local area which will result in a significant improvement in ground conditions and accessibility during times of heavy rainfall and/or prolonged periods of wet weather.
	Text34: Permanent fencing:the outdoor sports surface will be enclosed by a 4.5m. height coated wire fence, with a total length of 247m. enclosing an area of 3583sq.m. (for information this is the same area as was originally enclosed when the current sports pitch area was constructed, thought to be in the late 1950s early 1960s) . A fence of the same height and material will divide the sorts pitch area in half on the east - west axis.The 52m. length of 1.8m. high timber fencing currently in place on the northern and southern perimeters of the enclosed garden area adjacent to the buildings will be refurbished and retained to maintain the current enclosure of this area. Temporary Fencing:- temporary storage compound for materials and equipment marked A on the Construction Phase Layout Plan provided (Appendix 5), with a total length of 25l.m.enclosing an area of 40sq.m.  - construction phase 1 - temporary fencing along three sides of the areas marked B and C on the Construction Phase Layout Plan provided (Appendix 5), with a total length of 130l.m. temporarily enclosing an area of 1500sq.m.  -  this represents a temporary increase of 200 sq.m. over the area occupied by the built facilities and the enclosed garden area: both current permanent "enclosures" - construction phase 2 - temporary fencing along 3.5 sides of the areas marked D and E on the Construction Phase Layout Plan provided (Appendix 5), with a total length of 240m. temporarily enclosing an area of 4600sq.m - drainage installation phase - a total length of 90m. of temporary fencing enclosing works to install new surface water drainage pipes marked G on the Construction Phase Layout Plan provided (Appendix 5)- Temporary fencing construction, all areas  - Heras fine mesh wire panels, 3.5m (length) by 2.0m. (height), connected with steel brackets and stabilised on solid rubber feet will be used to create all of the temporary enclosures.The fencing from the phase 1 works (construction of extensions to the buildings) will be moved , on completion of the phase 1 external works to enclose the phase 2 works, the construction of the artificial grass surfaced sports pitches, fencing and floodlights. The total duration of all works is expected to be 30 weeks. The fencing around the surface water drainage works is expected to be in place for approximately 3 weeks during the main construction phases, The temporary enclosure of the materials storage area will remain in situ for the duration of the construction works, expected to be 30 weeks.
	Text35: The permanent fencing enclosing the outdoor sports pitches is needed to ensure the safe and sustainable use of the artificial grass surfaced sports pitches; ensuring that the area is not overcrowded, that appropriate footwear is worn and that the facilities are safe for all. The type and height of fencing to be used is determined by reference to best practice guidance in the operation of artificial grass playing surfaces, the intention to minimise the risk of injury to users of the adjacent common from high velocity footballs and similar, and the intention to minimise any visual impact on and from the surrounding common.Temporary consent for the fencing enclosing the sports pitches would not be appropriate as the artificial grass surfaced sports pitches are are intended as a long term facility offering opportunities for people of all ages and abilities to enjoy the benefits of sport and physical activity in a safe and controlled environment.The length of the fencing, at 243.6m. (72.1m. length by 49.7m. breadth), is determined by the size of the existing artificial playing surface which forms the footprint of the proposed artificial grass surfaced sports pitches.For the purposes of creating an effective enclosure for the sports pitches no other types of fencing were considered. Heras fencing is to be used to temporarily enclose the areas marked A, B, C, D, E and G on the Construction Phase Layout Plan provided (Appendix 5) as it provides a secure enclosure which is easy to maintain during use, can be erected and dismantled quickly and leaves no lasting impact on the ground on which it is erected. As noted elsewhere in this application the maximum duration, on site, of the temporary enclosures is expected to be 30 weeks with the enclosures around B and C, and D and E each in place for an estimated 15 weeks, around G for an estimated 3 weeks and around A for the duration of the works, estimated at 30 weeks. The proposed temporary fencing around the areas marked B, C, D E, and G is required to make what will be active construction sites safe and secure, to best ensure that members of the public (of all ages) cannot either accidentally or deliberately access the sites with the associated risks to themselves and to materials and equipment on the sites.The proposed temporary fenced compound on the hard surfaced area to the west of the development site, marked A on the Construction Phase Layout Plan provided (Appendix 5) is for the storage of building materials from delivery to site until needed for use on the site - the purpose of the proposed off site storage area is to remove the need for heavy delivery vehicles to leave the established hard surfaced access route and to provide secure storage for construction and anciliary materials on an established hard surfaced area removing, or reducing damage and compaction to grassed and planted areas immediately adjacent to and within the improvement site.For the purposes of creating effective temporary enclosure timber hoardings were considered but dismissed due in the main to the need for supporting posts to be dug into the ground at regular, 2/3m. intervals along each fence line (for panels to be fixed to).  Heras panels are self supporting and need no fixing into the surface on which they stand.
	Text36: There are no appropriate alternative measures to achieve the permanent enclosure of the outdoor sports pitches nor to achieve the enclosure of the temporary storage compound for construction and ancilliary materials.The only possible alternative to the creation of the temporary storage compound would be to store materials on and around available areas of the development site which would result in the need for delivery vehicles, including HGV's to drive further onto the site over soft ground and would result in avoidable damage and compaction to soft surfaced areas from stored materials. The additional vehicle movements would bring increased air and noise pollution and would inhibit safe public access along the paths adjacent to the site and to and from the open access children's playground.The only possible alternative to the permanent enclosure of the outdoor sports pitches would be to leave the sports pitches unfenced risking damage to the artificial grass surfaces by vandalism and misuse, injury to users of the open common from high velocity footballs and similar, and would make the day to day care, management, and operation of the sports pitches virtually impossible.
	Text37: With regards to mitigating any visual impact, which is considered at this stage to be minimal and limited to the fencing on the on the eastern and southern perimeters of the outdoor sports pitches the proposed fencing is of a lightweight coated wire material, finished in dark green and as such is considered to present limited visual impact. In order to further reduce the limited impact the developer will plant additional trees, on the Common, to the east of the outdoor sports pitches. These additional trees have been agreed with Enable's Arboricultural and Biodiversity managers, on behalf of the Council, to ensure that the species planted are appropriate to the Common and add value to the biodiversity of the Common and that they can be managed and maintained appropriately into the future. Overall it is considered that the cumulative impact of the proposed improvement of the outdoor sports pitches will not harm the character and appearance of this part of Tooting Bec Common.  
	Text37a: Access to the buildings will be unchanged from the current provision which is via a single leaf pedestrian gate and an enclosed footpath from the open common to the entry doors into the facility.The main access from the pavilion to the outdoor sports areas will be via a path between the two with  a 2m. wide by 2.5m. high double leaf gate in the western perimeter fence of the outdoor sports area.4 other similarly sized gates will be installed in the central access corridor between the two playing areas; three on the southern side accessing 3 5x5 pitches and one on the northern side accessing a 7x7 pitch.All gates will be of a similar construction to the perimeter fencing with angled metal frames infilled with "High Corrie" Twin Wire mesh with a powder coated finish in Green (BSEN 6497) 
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