
How we undertake investigations of alleged breaches of planning control 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Complaint received and acknowledged; preliminary checks undertaken 

No 

If breach suspected; priority assessment; officer 
allocated; site investigation undertaken. 

Has a breach occurred? 

Yes 

Decision made on appropriate course of enforcement action to take; parties informed  

If permission / consent in place or works are 
permitted development 

No breach found 

Case closed; complainant informed 

Is action justified (‘expediency’ test)? 

Yes No Case closed; relevant parties informed 

Negotiate removal of breach Invite a retrospective application 

Failure to negotiate 
remedy 

Breach ceases Permission granted Permission refused 

Case closed; relevant 
parties informed 

Secure Committee or Delegated Authority to take formal enforcement action; serve notices and inform relevant parties.  
 

No appeal Appeal by contravenor 

Appeal allowed Appeal dismissed 

Case closed; relevant 
parties informed 

Check for compliance / non-compliance 
 

Compliant 

Case closed; relevant parties informed 

Not compliant 

Proceed to prosecution; relevant parties 
informed 


