
 

       

                     
                 

 

     

     

                 

 

     

         
         

                   
         

 

           

                         

              

                      

             

                 

          

                   

                    

                       

                      

                      

                   

               

                 

                        

                 

                        

                      

                      

                   

               

                    

             

         

                    

             

Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) for the disposal of Hartfield House to
 
the South London Jewish Primary School (Mosaic Primary School)
 

Department Children’s Services 

Service Standards and Schools 

People involved Assistant Director (Standards and Schools), Head of Policy, Planning, Review, 

Key dates for the assessment 

Date for start of EIA: 28 March 2013 
Completion date for draft EIA: 2 May 2013 
Start and end date of consultation: January – April 2013 (consultations undertaken by the DfE and the school) 
Completion date for finalised EIA: 2nd 

May 2013 

1. What are the aims of the proposed policy change? 

It is proposed to dispose of the Council’s freehold interest in Hartfield House, a former Social Services facility, 
to the South London Jewish Primary School, the sale to be funded by the Education Funding Agency (EFA). 
The school will be a 411, nondenominational twoform entry free school on the site. The school will open in 
September 2013 with 30 pupils in reception, located in temporary premises located at the Wimbledon and 

District Synagogue, Queensmere Road, SW19 until Hartfield House is refurbished as a school by 2014/15. 

2. What is the rationale behind the proposed changes? 

The Council has a statutory duty to ensure that there are sufficient school place in the state (publicly funded) 
sector for all children residing in the borough to attend school. Both central Government and Council policy is 
to promote diversity and choice of high quality schools for parents and families, and it is a statutory requirement 
that any new school must first be advertised as an academy or free school. Establishing the South London 
Jewish Primary School (now to be known as the Mosaic Primary School) will meet these twin objectives. 
Council policy is to support high quality free school providers and the Council’s Academies and Free Schools 
Commission has judged this provider to be strong (Paper 13214). 

Data indicates that 2½ extra forms of entry (2½FE) are required in the Planning Area (PA9 – Roehampton and 
West Putney) by 202021. A further 1½ to 2FE are required in the adjacent Planning Area 8 – Thamesfield). 
The Council’s plans to expand the nearby Granard School by 1FE in September 2014 and is undertaking 
feasibility studies at the Alton School. In addition, the Council is pursuing plans to open a new 2FE primary 
academy on the former Putney Hospital site by 2015. The South London Jewish Primary School proposal has 
been modified to a 2FE school rather than 1FE, with up to half the pupils of the Jewish faith. Given the overall 
pressure on primary places in the borough and the fact that Jewish pupils may come from further afield, it is 
reasonable to expect that the school will near capacity. 

Hartfield House was formerly a residential care home for adults with learning disabilities. Paper 1116 to the 
Adult Care Services Overview and Scrutiny Committee confirmed that the facilities offered by Hartfield House 
would be reprovided by other more suitable means, making Hartfield House surplus to requirements 

The property is located inside the boundary of the Alton West master plan area. Disposal will mean that the 
master planners will have to take the new use and third party ownership into account. 
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South London Jewish Primary School
 

3. Which organisations will have the opportunity to feedback on the proposed school? 

The initial application was subject to consultation and was supported by the parents of 126 children. 

The proposers have recently undertaken a further, statutory consultation, the findings of which are appended to 
this report. 32 people responded in writing to the consultation and a further 6 people attended public meetings. 

Separately, the DfE have written to the Council seeking their views and the Council have responded giving their 
support to the proposed opening of the school (Paper 13214) . 

4. What data do you have on the likely impact of the policy changes in relation to the following? Data 
includes use of service, customer satisfaction, feedback on service, results of consultation 

Data available Comment 

Race Ethnic breakdown for 5 local primary schools. 2011 Census data 
not yet available. 

Gender Gender breakdown for 5 local primary schools 2011 Census, 
ages 59. 

Disability SEN breakdown for 5 local primary schools. 

Age The school is for young people aged 4 to 11 

Faith The school will be a denominational school. 

Sexual Orientation Data not collected. 

5. What does available information show in relation to the potential impact of the proposed policy? What is the 
impact on different groups? Please give details 

The EIA has reviewed the profile of the five primary schools closest to the proposed South London Jewish 
Primary School by the BME, gender and SEN equality categories to assess whether it is likely the free school will 
have an adverse impact on the equality profile of schools in the area. 

Race 

The LA maintained primary schools currently in these wards had a combined roll count of 1455 children in total, 
with an over representation of Black pupils compared to the average for primary schools in the borough. The 
South London Jewish School admissions policy does not discriminate in relation to particular racial or ethnic 
groups and its intake is therefore likely to reflect the profile of the local area and of the South London Jewish 
community. 
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South London Jewish Primary School
 

Asian Black Mixed Other 
BME 
total 

White Unknown 

Granard Primary School 14.7% 28.8% 10.0% 3.6% 57.1% 42.9% 0.0% 

Heathmere Primary School 12.9% 28.8% 15.9% 8.1% 65.8% 34.2% 0.0% 

Roehampton CE Primary School 22.4% 30.5% 13.5% 3.1% 69.5% 30.0% 0.4% 

Sacred Heart RC Primary School 13.2% 22.0% 16.1% 3.7% 54.9% 44.8% 0.3% 

The Alton Primary School 14.0% 36.7% 7.7% 5.0% 63.3% 36.7% 0.0% 

Average across the 5 locality 

schools 
15.1% 28.6% 12.9% 4.7% 61.2% 38.7% 0.1% 

Primary school average in 
Wandsworth 

17.2% 24.4% 12.0% 3.4% 57.0% 40.4% 2.6% 

Gender 

Census data from 2011 split by gender has currently only been published at Local Authority level for five 
year age bands (figures rounded to nearest 100), but appears to be very close to the gender split across 
all borough primary schools. No projection census data  is available for wards and therefore borough
wide primary school pupil population  is the best comparator available although  this does not take  into 
account the  differences between wards. The  borough  average  for male  pupils is 50.2%. The  table 
below shows that the 5 local schools have an average male pupil population of 52.0% which is close to 
the borough average. It is anticipated that the proposed school would have a similar profile. 

Male Female 

Granard Primary School 52.1% 47.9% 

Heathmere Primary School 53.9% 46.1% 

Roehampton CE Primary School 50.2% 49.8% 

Sacred Heart RC Primary School 49.6% 50.4% 

The Alton Primary School 55.2% 44.8% 

Average across the 5 locality schools 52.0% 48.0% 

Primary school average in borough 50.2% 49.8% 

2011 Census split for 59 year olds resident in 
Wandsworth Local Authority 

50.3% 49.7% 

Disability 

The table below shows that LA maintained primary schools in the area currently have an above average 
proportion of children at School Action or School Action plus of the Code of Practice as compared with 
the borough as a whole. The proportion with a statement of Special Educational Needs is also slightly 
above the borough average. The school’s admissions policy is in line with other schools in the area. In 
the  event of the  school being oversubscribed, first priority will be given to Children  looked After and 
second priority to children with a professionally supported exceptional medical or social need for both 
the faithbased and the open places. The school must admit all children for whom the school in named 
in their Statement of Special Educational Need 
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South London Jewish Primary School
 

School 
Action 

School 
Action+ 

SEN 
Statement 

SEN Total 

Granard Primary School 19.1% 15.5% 2.2% 36.8% 

Heathmere Primary School 17.3% 22.4% 1.7% 41.4% 

Roehampton CE Primary School 17.9% 6.3% 0.9% 25.1% 

Sacred Heart RC Primary School 16.1% 9.0% 2.5% 27.6% 

The Alton Primary School 2.7% 8.1% 8.6% 19.5% 

Average across the 5 locality schools  15.3% 12.8% 3.0% 31.1% 

Primary school borough average 12.3% 8.3% 2.2% 22.8% 

The Council has considered the possibility of retaining the property for its own educational purposes (a 
Special Educational Needs School) but this was discounted due to the configuration of the building and 
the topographical nature of the site. The Council has no budgeted service need for the property. 

Possible  negative  impact  Hartfield House  is currently a  registered respite  residential care  home  for 
people with  learning  disabilities. Paper 1116  to  the  Adult Care  Services Overview and  Scrutiny 
Committee confirmed that the facilities offered by Hartfield House would be reprovided by other more 
suitable means, making Hartfield House surplus to requirements. The proposal is to dispose of Hartfield 
House to the SLJPS only after the current service provision within has been relocated to the new centre 
in Wardley Street. The terms for the acquisition of the building from Veridian were formally agreed on 2 
May. It is therefore  highly unlikely that the respite  occupants of Hartfield  House  will be  required  to 
obtain services from an interim centre before Wardley Street is completed in November. The term of the 
disposal will be on  the basis that vacant possession of the property will be given  to  the purchaser  in 
November 2013 or shortly thereafter. 

Age 

The proposed school provides primary education for children aged 4 – 11 years to statutorily defined 
age groups. . Data indicates that 2½ extra forms of entry (2½FE) are required in the Planning Area (PA9 
– Roehampton and West Putney) by 202021. A further 1½ to 2FE are required in the adjacent 
Planning Area 8 – Thamesfield). The Council’s plans to expand the nearby Granard School by 1FE in 
September 2014 and is undertaking feasibility studies at the Alton School. In addition, the Council is 
pursuing plans to open a new 2FE primary academy on the former Putney Hospital site by 2015. The 
South London Jewish Primary School proposal has been modified to a 2FE school rather than 1FE, with 
up to half the pupils of the Jewish faith. 

Faith 

The  2011  Census shows that 0.5%  of the Wandsworth  population  are  Jewish. The  largest Jewish 
populations are centred  in Nightingale Ward  (this is linked  to  the Jewish Older People’s Home  in  the 
ward), West Putney and East Putney. 

The proposed free school is a denominational school. Fifty percent of places will be for young people of 
Jewish faith and 50% of another faith/no faith. The promoters intend that the school will meet needs 
across the spectrum of Jewish communities and intend to balance the often conflicting requirements of 
a secular and orthodox education to meet the needs of a broad community. The school will base their 
model on the Apples and Honey Nursery, Eden Primary School and Jewish Community Secondary 
School to meet the widest range of needs through teaching respect for religion and tradition. The 
school will not aim to proselytise but rather it will teach universal ethics and morals through the medium 
of Judaism. The school will build on existing links with other faith groups in serving the local community. 
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South London Jewish Primary School 

There are a number of denominational schools across Wandsworth, including a Muslim primary school 
and a number of Christian primary schools and secondary schools. The South London Jewish Primary 
School will help to increase the range of schools for different faiths. 

Sexual orientation. 

The school will follow best practice in relation to bullying and harassment. 

6. What does the review of the information show? Evidence for your answer 

a) No adverse impact – the Council can support the 
proposed disposal of Hartfield House 

Above – supported by the  findings of the statutory 
consultation  undertaken  by the  promoters and 

formal discussions have taken place with Veridian 
which  provide  confidence  that Wardley Street will 
be ready in time for vacant possession to be taken 
of Hartfield House. 

7. Have  you identified any actions  that will improve  the  proposed policy changes  or mitigate  any 
negative impact? Formal discussions have been held with Veridian, which provide confidence that Wardley 
Street will be ready in time for vacant possession to be taken of Hartfield House. However, this situation will 
be monitored  closely by Design  Services and  any slippage  in  timescales will be  reported  to  Adult Social 
Services so that if required an interim solution can be put in place. 
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