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SUMMARY

This report sets out the proposed Wandsworth Domestic and Sexual Violence
strategy 2012 — 2015 which will replace the existing Domestic Violence
strategy and which details the work being done in Wandsworth to tackle all
forms of domestic and sexual violence, including ‘honour-based violence’ and
sexual exploitation, as well as domestic violence. The main focus of the
Domestic and Sexual Viclence strategy is on reducing violence against women
and girls, in accordance with the Home Office Strategy, as it is recognised that
the vast majority of gender-based violence is carried out by men against
women.

The strategy provides a framework for developing a comprehensive, multi-
agency approach to tackling the issues of domestic and sexual violence within
Wandsworth with a particular focus on reducing viclence against women and
girls.

The Executive is asked to approve the Wandsworth Domestic and Sexual
Violence Strategy 2012 - 2015 (attached as an Appendix to this report). The
Overview and Scrutiny Committee are asked to support the recommendation.

In summary, the Director of Finance reports that there are a variety of funding
streams available to support the Wandsworth Domesiic and Sexual Violence
Strategy. The continuation of the Local Area Agreement (LAA) reward grant for
Independent Domestic Violence Advocates is not guaranteed beyond 2012/13.
A review of all Supporting People schemes is currently being made and funding
for the Refuge Places cannot be guaranteed beyond 2012/13.

GLOSSARY
CSP Community Safety Partnership
ElA Equality Impact Assessment
MARAC Multi-Agency Risk assessment Conference

WWA Wandsworth Women's Aid



Wandsworth Domestic and Sexual Violence Strategy 2012-2015
RECOMMENDATIONS

1.

The Environment, Culture and Community Safety Overview and Scrutiny Committee
are asked to suppori the recommendations in paragraph 2. [f they approve any
views, comments or recommendations on the report, these will be submitted to the
Executive for their consideration.

The Executive is recommended to approve the Wandsworth Domestic and Sexual
Violence Strategy 2012 — 2015 (attached as an Appendix to this report).

INTRODUCTION

3.

The Wandsworth Domestic Violence Strategy which was published in 2010 detailed
the work being carried out in Wandsworth to prevent and raise awareness of domestic
violence. Although this covered some other forms of gender-based violence, the main
focus was on domestic violence.

in line with the Coalition Government's strategy to end violence against women and
girls, the Wandsworth Domestic and Sexual Violence strategy 2012 — 2015 replaces
the Domestic Violence strategy and includes the work being done in Wandsworth to
tackle all forms of domestic and sexual violence, including ‘honour based violence’
and sexual exploitation, as well as domestic violence. The main focus of the Domestic
and Sexual Violence strategy is on reducing violence against women and girls, in
accordance with the Home Office Strategy, as it is recognised that the vast majority of
gender-based violence is carried out by men against wormnen. However, the strategy is
not limited to female victims of violence.

The Wandsworth Domestic and Sexual Violence Strategy supports the Community
Safety Partnership Plan which contains targets to tackle and reduce domestic
violence and serious sexual offences. It also complies with the aims of the
Wandsworth Children and Young People’s Plan which are to focus on children at risk
of sexual exploitation and raise awareness of forced mairiage, female genital
mutilation and ‘honour-based violence’.

The Wandsworth Violence against Women and Girls Steering Group (formerly the
Wandsworth Domestic Violence Steering Group) has developed the strategy and
action plan which is attached at Appendix One for approval.

NATIONAL GUIDANCE ON TARGETING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS

7.

In November 2010 the Coalition Government published their “Call to End Violence
against Women and Girls" strategy and action plan. This outlined suggested actions
for the government and its partners with four main goals:-

a) Preventing violence against women and girls from happening in the first place by
challenging the attijudes, behaviours and practices that allow it to happen.

b) Provision of support for victims of violence.

¢) Working in partnership to ensure the best outcomes.

d) Reducing the risk for victims and ensuring perpetrators of violence are brought o
justice.

Page 2 of 5
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WANDSWORTH DOMESTIC AND SEXUAL VIOLENCE STRATEGY

B.

10.

The Wandsworth Domestic and Sexual Violence Strategy has used the National
Guidance on fackling violence against women and girls o identifying priorities in
provision and is structured under the same headings. The proposed aims of the
Wandsworth strategy include:-

a) Raising awareness of violence against women and girls and challenging the
attitudes and behaviours that allow it to take place.

b) Intervening early to prevent violence by protecting vuinerable children.

¢) Encouraging increased reporting of violent incidents to the Police.

d) Offering support and advice to women and girls who experience violence.

e} Providing training to staff to ensure they are able to detect vioclence and deliver
effective outcomes for victims.

f) Ensuring effective multi-agency working to tackle violence against women and
girls.

g) Offering protection for victims of violence and hold perpetrators to account for their
behaviour.

h) Providing rehabilitation support for perpetrators to prevent against further violence.

Contained with the strategy are action plans at Appendix 1 (showing outcomes for
2010 - 2012) and Appendix 2 {(actions for this financial year 2012/13). The 2012/13
action plan contains actions for all members of the Violence against Women and Girls
Steering Group. Each action has a lead officer who will ensure the action is taking
place and report on progress.

Actions for the Council and its partners include:-

a) The Wandsworth Mulii-Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC) will
continue to bring local statutory and voluntary agencies together to protect people
at highest risk of domestic violence and other forms of violence. The MARAC
steering group will be held bi-annually.

b) The One Stop Shop will continue o provide a drop-in support service to victims of
domestic violence. Work will be undertaken to identify any additional services
which should he represented.

c) Wandsworth Council will work in partnership with the Police to ensure detention
and arrest targets for perpetrators of violence against women and girls are
achieved,

d) Safeguarding training will be delivered to all Council staff who provide support for
victims of domestic violence.

e) NHS Wandsworth will provide health professionals with training on supporting and
referring victims of violence against women and girls.

f} A poster and media campaign will be undertaken to raise awareness of sexual
viclence and vulnerability.
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g) Data reports are to be produced by Council depariments on incidents of domestic
violence and other forms of violence against women and girls.

h) Wandsworth Women’s Aid (WWA) (now part of Hestia) will continue to run an
advice line and provide 13 refuge places for victims of domestic violence.

i) A referral map will be developed to direct both male and female victims to where
they can access pan-London specialist support services.

i) The Supporting People programme will continue to provide refuge places for
women suffering domestic violence. Ten places are available for Asian women
and there are thirteen additional places open to all women.

k) The Caring Dads Programme will be continued for fathers who wish to address
their parenting skills when they have been abusive to the mother of their children.

MONITORING PROGRESS

11.  The Wandsworth Domestic and Sexual Violence Strategy has been approved by the
Community Safety Partnership and the Violence against Women and Girls Steering
Group. As it contains actions for the Council and supports the Community Safety
Partnership Plan it is being submitted to the Executive for approval in the current
cycle.

12. The Wandsworth Violence against Women and Girls Steering Group has committed
to monitoring progress against the strategy and its associated action plan on a
quarterly process. Each member of the Steering Group will take a lead for their
organisation in ensuring that agreed actions are implemented and a guarterly update
is added to the ‘current progress’ column on the action plan.

EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT

13.  The Equality Act 2010 requires that the Council when exercising its functions must
have "due regard" to the need to eliminate discrimination, to advance equality of
opportunity between persons who share a relevant protected characteristic and
persons who do not share it and to foster good relations between persons who share
a relevant protected characteristic and persons who do not share it, As such an
Equality Impact Assessment (EA) has been undertaken on the Domestic and Sexual
Violence Strategy. This EIA is aitached as Appendix 3 of the Domestic and Sexual
Violence Strategy 2012-15. This EIA has found that the strategy will have no adverse
effect on any equality groups and will have a positive impact in relation to women and
girls as females are disproportionately affected by domestic and sexual violence.

COMMENTS FROM THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

14.  There are a variety of funding streams available to support the Wandsworth Domestic
and Sexual Violence strategy. These are set out below:-
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Funding Stream 2011/12 2012/13
Community safety budget for Bomestic Violence £53,650 £54 720
{(including Forum co-ordinators post)
Independent Domestic Violence Advocates: Metropolitan | £82,000 £92,000
Police LAA reward grant.
ADSS Supporting People programme for 23 Refuge £205,000 | £205,000
Places
Housing department contract with Wandsworth Women's | £52,370 £52,370
Aid
Housing department funding for Stay Put Stay Safe £75,000 £75,000

Total £478,020 | £479,090

The continuation of the Local Area Agreement (LAA) reward grant for Independent
Domestic Violence Advocates is not guaranteed beyond 2012/13. A review of all
Supporting People schemes is currently being made and funding for the Refuge Places
cannot be guaranteed beyond 2012/13.

The Town Hall PAUL MARTIN
Wandsworth Chief Executive and
SwW18 2FPU Director of

Administration

11th June 2012

Background Papers

The following background paper was used in the preparation of this report:

“Call to End Violence against Women and Girls™. A copy can be obtained from Gemma
Clutterbuck (gclutterbuck@wandswortn.gov.uk).

All reports to Overview and Scrutiny Committees, regulatory and other committees, the
Executive and the full Council can be viewed on the Council's website
(www.wandsworth.gov.uk/moderngov) unless the report was published before May 2001, in
which case the committee secretary can supply it if required.
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This strategy has been developed and will be delivered in partnership with the
statutory and voluntary sector agencies that are working together in
Wandsworth to tackle violence against women and girls. It sets out our
priorities from 2012 to 2015 and identifies the national, regional and local
policy context within which joint working to address violence against women
and girls in Wandsworth will take place. The strategy also identifies what we
have done to date, and what we need to do over the next 3 years to prevent
violence against women and girls by raising awareness and challenging the
attitudes, beliefs and behaviour that tolerate and condone violence; provide
women and girls are who victims of violence with the support they need; work
in partnership to achieve the best outcomes for victims of violence; and
reduce the risk for women and girls by ensuring effective justice outcomes.

This document should be read in conjunction with the accompanying Action
Plans at Appendix 1& 2, which provides greater detail on the activities that
have been and are being undertaken in Wandsworth to tackle viclence
against women and girls.
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This strategy provides a framework for developing a comprehensive, multi-
agency approach to tackling the issues of domestic and sexual violence in
Wandsworth, in particular against women and girls. The aims are organised
under the four headings of the National Violence against Women and Giris
Strategy', which are: Prevention; Provision; Parinership Working; and Risk
Reduction:

Prevention:

» Chalienging the attitudes, behaviours and practices that allow violence
against women and girls to take place.

» Intervening early to prevent violence by protecting vulnerable children.

+ Encouraging increased reporting of violent incidents to the police.

Provision:

¢ Providing the necessary support and advice for women and girls who
experience violence.

» Ensuring staff have adequate training to be able to detect violence and
deliver effective outcomes for victims.

Partnership Working:

» Ensuring effective multi-agency working to tackle violence against
wormen and girls.

Risk Reduction:

» Protecting women and girls who are victims of violence and holding
perpetrators to account for their behaviour.

e Providing rehabilitation for perpetrators to prevent further violence
against women and girls.

L«Call o End Viclence against Women and Girls”". Home Office, Novernber 2010,
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The United Nations define violence against women as:

“Violence that is directed against a woman because she is a woman or
violence that affects women disproportionately. It includes acts that inflict
physical, mental or sexual harm or suffering, threats of such acts, coercion
and other deprivations of liberty."

Violence against women and girls includes domestic violence, sexual assault,
‘honour’ based violence, female genital mutilation, forced marriage and
stalking.

Although the vast majority of gender-based violence is carned out by men
against women®, the government recognises that men and boys can also be
victims of violence and that violence can have an impact on whole families®.
Therefore, this strategy is not limited to female victims of violence.

The National Picture of Violence against Women and Girls

Getting a comprehensive picture of the extent of violence against women and
girls remains a challenge as it can be a hidden crime. However, the data
available from individual studies reveals a shocking picture of the levels of
violence in England and Wales:

Domestic Viclence:

« Over 1 miilion women experience at least one incident of domestic
abuse each year5

* More then 45% of women have experienced some form of domestic
violence in their lifetime®,

+ Domestic violence accounts for 29% of violent crime in London’.

« One in seven children and young people under the age of 18 will have
lived with domestic violence at some point in their childhood®,

« Three quarters of all incidents of domestic violence are experienced by
repeat victims®.

» 30% of domestic violence cases start during pregnancy. Violence in
pregnancy has been identified as a major cause of miscarriage or
stillbirth™°.

« Two women a week in England and Wales are murdered by their
current or ex partner’!

? Ending violence against women: from words te aciion

Rty A www.un.org/womenwalch/daw/public/ VAW Study/VAWstudyE pdf

? http:/fwww homeoffice. gov.uk/publications/crimefoall-end-violence-women-girls/vawg-paper?view=Binary

* hitp:/fwww. homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/crime/call-end-violence-women-giris/vawg-paper?view=Binary

$ BCS Crime Survey 201011

% Domestic violence, sexuat assaul{ and statking: Findings from the British Crime Survey, Walby and Allen (2004)
T MPA overview of MPS domestic violence performance (2010)

hitp:/fwww.mpa.gov.ak/committees/sop/201 041006 10/08¢

® Meeting the needs of children Hving with domestic viclence in Londen, NSPCC (2011)

? BCS Crime Survey 2010/ 1

19 Better Public Services: Breaking the silerice on violence against women , Equality and Human Rights Commission (2009)
" hitp:/fwww. homeoffice gov.uk/media-centre/press-releases/domestic-homicide-reviews
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Sexual Assault;
s Approximately 400,000 women are sexually assaulted and 80,000
women are raped in the UK each year'?.
o Nearly a third (32%) of all sexual crimes notified to the Police in
England and Wales in 2010/11 were sexual crimes against children
under 16",
» Around 21% of girls experience some form of child sexuat abuse'.

‘Honour' based violence:
» On average 10-12 women are killed in ‘honour’ based violence every
year in the UK™,
¢ According to the franian and Kurdish Women'’s Rights Organisation
(IKWRQ), over 2800 cases of ‘honour’ based violence were reported fo
the police in 2010'°.

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM):

» |t is estimated that there are over one hundred thousand women in the
UK who have undergone FGM and a further 25,000 giris are at risk'’.

e Approximately 6.3 per cent of pregnancies in inner London and 4.6 per
cent in outer London are to women with FGM®.

+ Women who have undergone FGM are twice as likely 1o die during
childbirth and four times more likely to give birth to a stillborn child'®.

o Although FGM has been outlawed since 1985, there have been no
convictions in the UK for this offence®.

Forced Marriage:
+ The Government’'s Forced Marriage Unit provided advice or support for
1468 instances relating to possible forced marriage in 2011%'. Of these
instances, 78% of victims were female.

Stalking:
+ 1in 25 women aged 16-25 are a victim of stalking each year in the
UK.
o After the age of 18, stalking affects around one in five women and one
in ten men®.

» A study by the National Stalking Helpline showed the most common
forms of stalking are phone calls (33%), text messages (31%) and
following (30%)%*

2 www.romeoiTice.gov.uk

** Statistics on sexual gbuse, NSPCC (2011)

hitp:/fwww.nspee.org. uk/Inform/fresourcesforprofessionals/sexual_abuse statistics_wda80204.html

¥ Cross Government Action Plan on Sexual Violence and Abuse, Home Office {2007}

¥ Crimes of the Community, Brandon and Hafez (2008)

* IKWRO Women's Rights Crganisation, http:/ikwro handsupdigital.com/

' FGM Factsheer, FORWARD (2005}

'® A Statistical Study to Estimate the Prevalence of Female Genital Mutilation in England and Wales, FORWARD (2007}
1% Crown Prosecution Service, http:/fwww.cps.gov.uk/legal/d o g/female_genital_mutilation/

% Guardian, hitp./fwww.guardian.co.uk/lifeandstyle/201 1jul/22/female-genital-mutilation-Taws-families

! Poreign & Commonwealth OfiTce, hitp:/fwww.fto.gov.uk/enfiravel-and-living-abroad/when-things-go-wrong/forced-marriage
2 Consuliation on stalking, Home Office {2011)

¥ Consultation an statking, Home Office (2011}

* Stalking Statistics, National Stalking Helpline, http://www lomeoffice.gov.uk/publications/crime/presentations-
slalking/national-stalking-helpline?view=Binary
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Who is at most risk of Violence?

+ Violence against Women and Girls is widespread, affecting females of
any age, socio-economic group, ethnicity, religion, sexuality, or
ability®>.

» Around one in four lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT)
people experience domestic violence®. '

» Disabled women are twice as likely to be victims of domestic violence
as non-disabled women and are likely to suffer abuse over a longer
period of time?’.

What is the cost of Violence against Women and Girls?

» The cost of VAWG in the UK is estimated to be greater than £40 billion
per year.”®

s The estimated cost of domestic violence alone in the UK is £23 billion
per year, including £1 billion to the Criminal Justice System, £2.7 billion
in lost economic output and £1.2 billion for health care®®.

« The cost of violence against women and girls in Wandsworth alone is
estimated to be over £170,000 a year.

Violence against Women and Girls in Wandsworth

In 2011/12, 1228 domestic violence offences were recorded by Wandsworth
police. That figure represents a decrease of 14% compared to that record in
the previous year {1443 offences). The sanctioned deteclion rate also
improved; 53% of domestic violence offences led to sanctioned detections in
2011/12 (49.8% in the year before).

The Wandsworth Community Safety Partnership has collated and analysed
data on violence against women and girls in Wandsworth for the twelve month
period up to March 2011. Further analysis will be undertaken later this year.

in 2010/11 there were 1,981 all recorded incidents of violent crime against a
woman in Wandsworth, Common assault was the most frequently reported
offence (36.9%}), followed by assault with injury (35.6%}). Over half of the
victims were between 18 and 35 years of age and more than 12% of victims
were under 18 years old.

In 2010/11, there were 286 victims of sexual offences, including 262 female
and 24 male victims, which clearly show that sexual violence is
disproportionately committed against women.

¥ Women’s National Commission, http:/fwnc equalities gov uk/work-of-the-wne/violence-against-women/about-vaw-definition-
stats.html

* Broken Rainbow UK, hitp://www.broken-rainbow.org.uk/fag.html

¥ Refuge, hap:#refuge.org. ukfget-help-now/help-for-womenvhelp-for-disabled-women/

% Hard Knock Life, New Philanthropy Capital (2008)

¥ Better Public Services: Breaking the silence on viclence against women, Equality and Human Rights Commission {2009)
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Violence can lead to homelessness. In 2010/11, 15% of all female applicants
for homelessness in Wandsworth were victims of violence, with a large
majority of these women being under 35 years of age.

Significant progress has been made in Wandsworth in reducing incidents of
domestic vioclence. in 2010/11, there were 1,005 recorded incidents of
domestic violence against a woman. This has decreased from 1,758 incidents
in 2009/10 and there has been a decreasing trend in recorded domestic
violence incidents since 2002/03.

A study at St George’s Hospital looked at incidents of Female Genital
Mutilation. The number of pregnant women booking in at the hospital who
have FGM increased from 51 in 2002 o approximately 170 by the end of
2010. This does not necessarily mean that more women have experienced
FGM; the figures may just reflect improved recording of FGM. The data from
2007 shows that the majority of the affected women are from Somalia (78%)
and the average age is 30.

fn 2010/11 there were ten identified victims of ‘honour’ based violence in
Wandsworth. All of the victims were younger than 30 years old.

4.1 National Strategies

Tackling Violence against Women and Girls is a key priority for the
Government. The national strategies include:

» ‘Call to end violence against women and girls’, a strategy by the
Coalition Government published in November 2010, followed by an
updated action plan showing the range of actions the government is
taking against VAWG, published in March 2011. Taking Action - the
next chapter, published in March 2012, outlines current progress on the
action plan and the changing context, for example Home Office
consultations, the Governments Ending Gangs and Violence report and
the Troubled Families programme.

» ‘The Stern Review' published in 2010 on the treatment of rape
complaints by public authorities and the response paper by the
Government published in 2011,

» ‘Human trafficking: the government's strategy’ launched in July 2011.

« The 2011 Home Office paper on tackling issues to do with prostitution,
entitled ‘Effective practice in responding to prostitution’.

4.2 Regional Strategies
In March 2010 the Mayor of London published the latest version of “The Way

Forward: Taking action to end violence against women and girls’. The strategy
encompasses five specific objectives:
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London taking a global lead to end violence against women and girls
Improving access to support

Addressing the health, social and economic consequences of violence
Protecting women at risk

Getting tough with perpetrators.

4.3 Local Strategies

Qur Wandsworth 2018 - The Vision

The vision of ‘Our Wandsworth 2018: the Sustainable Community
Strategy {SCS} for Wandsworth’ — is for Wandsworth to be 'safer, healthier,
more prosperous and sustainable: a good place to live and werk now and a
better place in the future’,

The SCS is the overarching plan which sets out how the council and its
partners, through the Wandsworth Local Strategic Parthership (WLSP), will
work together to improve the lives of people in the Borough. One of the seven
priorities of the SCS is to make Wandsworth safer. Under this priority tackling
domestic violence is a key action.

The long-term vision set out in the SCS will be achieved through shorter-term
action plans developed and managed by sub-groups of the WLSP. The
Community Safety Parinership (CSP) is responsible for taking forward actions
in refation to making Wandsworth safer through their Community Safety
Partnership Plan. The key targets relating to tackling violence against women
and girls in this Plan are:

e Targeting domestic violence around housing estates located in the
most deprived areas

« Continuing established multi-agency work through the Multi-Agency
Risk Assessment Conference (see section 5.3.1) and reviewing
information sharing arrangements.

+ Continuing the Stay Put Stay Safe scheme (see section 5.2.1) to
reduce repeat victimisation.

The main aim of the Government’s ‘Call to end violence against women and
girls’ strategy is prevention, as they believe the key objective is to stop the
violence from happening in the first place. This strategy mirrors the main aims
of the Government's strategy which are: Prevention; Provision; Partnership
Working; and Risk Reduction.
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The National Strategy emphasises that a key part of preventing violence
against women and giris is in challenging the atiitudes, behaviours and
practices that allow it to take place. This means we need to ensure key
workers are aware of violence against women and girls. Negative porirayals of
women in the media must be challenged and greater reporting of crimes must
be encouraged. The Home Office states that women from specific
communities are more likely to be victims of forced marriage, female genital
mutilation and ‘honour’ based violence and thus specific preventative action
must be taken®’.

Activity undertaken in Wandsworth

In Wandsworth efforts to challenge attitudes, and raise awareness of existing
services include:

+» The Council’'s website which has specific domestic violence pages
(www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/200036/domestic_violence/200/domestic
_violence_and_abuse) which can be easily located if searching for
“domestic violence”. These pages contain links 1o information sources
and sources of help and were updated in October 2011.

+ A domestic violence and abuse leaflet which has been distributed
widely both throughout the Council and across relevant agencies in
Wandsweorth and offers comprehensive advice on a range of issues for
pecple experiencing domestic violence, including advice and contact
details for agencies offering suppori. This leaflet was updated and re-
published in March 2011,

o ‘Tackling anti-social behaviour: a guide for residents of Council
properties’ gives information on how residents can report domestic
violence.

» Poster campaigns have been organised to help raise awareness of
violence against women and girls, including a teenage violence poster
campaign held from November to December 2010 and a similar
campaign held in 2011.

e There are annual Infegrated Child Centre events which provide
information on violence against women and girls.

e \Wandsworth has secured White Ribbon Campaign status which raises
awareness of violence against women, In particular, the aim of the
White Ribbon Campaign is to ensure men take more responsibility for
reducing the level of violence. Various white ribbon activities have been
held around the borough including over 500 ribbons and stickers
distributed by SureStart Roehampton.

» A training seminar on ‘honour’ based violence was delivered by
Wandsworth Safeguarding Children Board in July 2011.

Thatp fwww homeoffice. gov. uk/publicationsferime/eall-end-violence-women-girls/vawg-paperfview=Binary
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Future Areas of Focus

Prevention is at the heart of this strategy so over the next three years, aclivity
1o raise awareness and challenge attitudes will be vital. Future areas of focus
include:

« An arts exhibition to raise awareness of Domestic Violence is planned
for May 2012.

» Further poster exhibitions, including those to raise awareness of sexual
violence and the linked vulnerability of girls with regards to alcohol and
fravel.

e Focus groups with Black and Minority Ethnic women have been
planned in partnership with Wandsworth Community Empowerment
Network.

o A further seminars fo raise awareness of ‘honour’ based violence’ and
‘child trafficking’ have been scheduled for 2012.

e Work will be undertaken to explore ways to increase reporting of
incidences of violence against women and girls.

» A training programme will be developed to raise awareness of domestic
viclence amongst Wandsworth staff.

+ The domestic violence pages on the council website will continue fo be
updated and other forms of violence against women and girls will be
included.

+ A leaflet to raise awareness of other forms of viclence against women
and girls will be produced and distributed.

Children who ate subjected to violence from a young age often grow up to
believe that abusive behaviour is normal. it is important to intervene early to
prevent harm to vulnerable children and to ensure young people understand
violence is unacceptable.

Activity undertaken in Wandsworth

in Wandsworth, activity to help prevent violence occurring at an early age
includes:

« A Respecting Each Other pilot programme delivered in autumn 2010 by
the Schools Inclusion Service to schools in Battersea. Learning
outcomes included improved understanding of heaithy and unhealthy
relationships.

‘Parents Matter’ events are held in each locality in the borough.

» Wandsworth Women's Aid delivered a programme of domestic violence
workshops in schools.

e The Education Welfare Service provided a series of domestic violence
awareness raising sessions in primary and secondary schools.

« The Domestic Violence Information for Schools Booklet was updated
by the Education Welfare Service in partnership with the Children and
Young People’s sub-group in December 2011.
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A multi-agency seminar on Child Sexual Exploitation was held in
January 2012,

A DVD and teachers pack to address sexual builying in younger people
was launched in December 2011.

Future Areas of Focus

The multi-agency parinership in Wandsworth will continue to undertake
activity to prevent and raise awareness of violence amongst children and
young people:

Wandsworth has secured a grani of £800k over three years from
voluntary organisation Catch-22 which will fund a service targeting
families with young children and where there is domestic abuse
present.

Information will be provided to schools cluster groups on domestic
violence, how it impacts on children and families and the support
services available.

A Safeguarding Training Officer for schools will be appointed.

In order to effectively prevent violence against women and girls, all partners in
Wandsworth must have appropriate {ools and training. Data analysis and
specialist training are therefore a key part of this strategy.

Activity undertaken in Wandsworth

Long-term research into the prevalence of female genital mutilation
(F(3M) has been carried out by St George’s Hospital. An estimated 172
women with FGM booked into the hospital in 2010. This research helps
partners to have a greater understanding of FGM and to determine
where to focus prevention efforts,

The Housing Department collates information on reasons for
homelessness including, for example, those presenting as homeless
due to domestic violence. :

All staff who will be supporting victims of domestic violence must attend
Safeguarding Vuinerable Adults training and Safeguarding Children
training.

Future Areas of Focus

There are on-going data collection exercises taking place in
Wandsworth to improve understanding of violence against women and
girls in the borough.

The Adult Social Services, Children and Young People and Drug and
Alcoho! Services Departments will produce data reports on incidents of
violence against women and girls.
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+ A training programme will be developed to raise domestic violence
awareness amongst Wandsworth Council staff.

» Training on violence against women and girls will be delivered with
NHS Wandsworth.

e Any interventions regarding domestic violence in the Family Recovery
Project will be recorded for positive outcomes and referrals to other
services.

« A review will be undertaken of the under reporting of LGBT domestic
violence and violence committed against disabled victims.

« A scoping exercise will be carried out to determine the extent of
prostitution and trafficking in the borough so that appropriate
preventative action can be taken.

Although preventing violence from happening in the first place is a priority in
this strategy, it is vital for Wandsworth to continue to provide adequate levels
of support where violence does occur and ensure information is easily
accessible.

Activity undertaken in Wandsworth

Stay Put Stay Safe

The Stay Put Stay Safe scheme run by the Housing Department is available
to all Wandsworth residents affected by domestic violence or hate crime.
Under the scheme, the council can make improvements to a resident’s home,
for example by changing the locks or providing additional security to windows.
In 2010/11 there were eight completed cases in Wandsworth through the Stay
Put Stay Safe scheme.

The Housing Department have produced an updated Stay Put Stay Safe
leaflet which has been distributed throughout the Housing Department and is
available to anyone who approaches the department for assistance.

Supporting People

The Supporting People programme in Wandsworth provides housing-related
support to people who live in specialist supported housing and in their own
homes who have suffered domestic violence. There are currently 10 places in
an Asian women specific service and 13 places open to all women. The
funding allocated for these places for 2011/12 is approximately £205,000.

independent Domestic Violence Advocates (IDVAS)

in Wandsworth, the IDVA project is called Wandsworth Safety Net. This
comprises of 2.5 IDVAs and a part-time Domestic Violence Manager, all
employed by Victim Support Wandsworth, but based in Balham working within
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the Community Safety Unit offices. This project has been jointly funded since
2007 by Wandsworth Borough Council's Safer and Stronger Communities
Fund and the Metropolitan Police. Wandsworth Safety Net accepts referrals
from any agency or person who has experienced (or been affected by)
domestic violence, with the majority of referrals coming from the Police. The
project offers one-to-one sessions which usually last one hour, but can take
up to three hours or more. Wandsworth Safety Net provided support for 13
people between June 2010 and March 2011 and 25 people between April
2011 and January 2012.

One Stop Shop

in September 2008 the Domestic Violence Forum l[aunched a One-Stop Shop
for the Borough. This runs every Monday morning at Battersea Arts Centre as
a drop in service for those experiencing domestic violence in the borough.
The service is manned by a number of agencies who have expertise in this
field including Wandsworth Women’s Aid, Wandsworth Safety Net, local legal
provision and Wandsworth Police Community Safety Unit. The main aim of
the One Stop Shop is to provide information regarding all legal options,
including advice regarding injunctions; support with relocation and housing
issues plus advice and support for victims o ensure the best possible
solution. The service is available to all, regardless of whether or not they have
made a report to the police. The average number of visits is 5 per morning
session.

Wandswaorth Women's Aid

Wandsworth Women's Aid merged with Hestia in October 2011. Wandsworth
Council allocates funding to enable the partnership to offer refuge places for
people affected by domestic violence. There are currently 13 refuge places
provided. Six of these are first stage refuge for up to four families and two
single women in shared accommeodation. From October 2011 until January
2012 there have been 30 requests for these places. There are four further first
stage refuge places in the form of self-contained flats. Priority for these places
is given to families with children with autism, behavioural difficulties or families
with boys over the age of 12 and under the age of 17. There were 50 referrals
for these places for the period from October 2011 until Jahuary 2012. In
addition, there are three self-contained flats for second stage refuge; for which
there were 50 referrals between October 2011 and January 2012.

Wandsworth Women's Aid also runs an advice line which provides female
victims of domestic violence with guidance on the support services available
to them. Since the merge with Hestia in October 2011 there have been some
changes in the method of recording daia for the number of women helped
through the advice line. For the peried from October 2011 until January 2012
there are 13 recorded cases where women suffering from domestic violence
have received help through the advice line.
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Future Areas of Focus

« Wandsworth will undertake an annual review of the number of people
using the Independent Advocacy Service to ensure there is adequate
provision.

e A review of the One Stop Shop will take place to identify whether any
additional services need fo be provided.

« Wandsworth Housing Department has allocated £75,000 to continue
the Stay Put Stay Safe Scheme in 2011/12.

« Work will be undertaken to improve the pathways between
Independent Domestic Violence Advocates and drug and alcchol
services in the borough.

e Wandsworth will continue to provide support for victims of violence
through the Wandsworth Women's Aid/Hestia refuge places and advice

line. The Housing Department has allocated £52,390 for this contract
for 2012/13.

Wandsworth must ensure that the most appropriate responses are provided
for each victim of violence and agencies must share information in order to
achieve effective outcomes.

Activity undertaken in Wandsworth

« The information sharing protocol for the Multi-Agency Risk Assessment
Conferences (MARAC) has been agreed and signed off.

» Information on female genital mutilation is regularly shared with
partners.

¢ Work is undertaken to make sure agencies are aware of all the
resources available to ensure victims do not have to contact mulitiple
agencies before receiving a service.

Future Areas of Focus

« A MARAC engagement project which started in September 2011 is
looking at the links between domestic violence and the drug and
alcohol sector. This will make recommendations for improving the
capacity of drug and alcohol services and improve referral routes.

Wandsworth is committed to working with partner organisations to create the
strongest response to violence against women and girls.
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Activity undertaken in Wandsworth

» Community Group Project run mothers groups and concurrent
children’s groups in children’s centres to provide support for individuals
affected by domestic violence.

» The Strengthening Families Strengthening Communities programme
aims to raise the consciousness of parents. In addition, the curriculum
aims to help families develop or promote: strong ethnic and cultural
roots,; positive parent-child relationships; a range of life skills; self
esteem, self discipline and social competence; and an ability to access
community resources. All groups include a session on domestic abuse.
Ten groups began in the September to December 2010 term.

Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conferences (MARAC)

MARAC bring local statutory and voluntary agencies together to protect those
at highest risk from domestic violence. Agencies share information to build a
picture of the victim's situation and jointly devise a risk management plan fo
reduce the harm faced by victims and their families. The Wandsworth MARAC
was launched in June 2007. Chaired by the Community Safety Unit's
Detective Inspector, the MARAC has representation from a broad range of
agencies including Wandsworth Safety Net, Children's Specialist Services,
Education Welfare, Safeguarding Vuinerable Adults, Wandsworth Housing
Department, St George’s A&E, Mental Health Service, the Primary Care Trust
and The Source®’.

A three year CAADA Quality Assurance of MARAC was completed in 2010.
This reviewed MARAC against the following principles:

1. identification:

2. referral criteria;

3. representation;

4. engagement with the victim;

5. research and information sharing;
6. action planning;

7. volume;

8. administration;

9. strategy and governance; and
10. Equality.

MARAC Training is provided to all frontline housing staff.

Future Areas of Focus

o MARAC will respond to the points raised in the CAADA Quality
Assurance review.
« The MARAC steering group will be held twice yearly.

31 a frec confidential service that aims to work holistically and sensitively with stimulant users to reduce the risk of harm to both thentselves and the wider

COMIILLAItY
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s A secondary survey will be conducted by the MARAC coordinator
who will contact victims of crime by telephone in cases where the
perpetrator has been cautioned or charged only.

Wandsworth will continue to work to achieve justice outcomes for victims of
violence through holding perpetrators to account for their behaviour. Another
key aspect is improving the effectiveness of the criminal justice system to
ensure women and girls who are victims of violence have the confidence to
access ii.

Activity undertaken in Wandsworth

o Accredited offending behaviour programmes for domestic violence
have been developed both in prison and for offenders being supervised
in the community, with accredited domestic violence programmes
having been available in all probation areas since April 2006.

e An Integrated Domestic Abuse Programme has continued to run in
Wandsworth throughout 2010/11 and the waiting list times have been
reduced. '

e A protocol has been established in Wandsworth which puts statutory
domestic violence homicide reviews into place.

Future Areas of Focus

« The feasibility of developing a pilot for a specialist domestic violence
court in Wandsworth will be researched in partnership with the court
service,

«  Wandsworth will work in partnership with the Police to ensure detention
and arrest targets for perpetrators of violence against women and girls
are achieved.

e Wandsworth Police will refer victims of violence against women and
girls to the appropriate VAWG services so that the best support is
given,

Repeat victimisation is an important issue when tackling violence against
women and girls, with three quarters of all incidents of domestic violence
being experienced by repeat victims®. Wandsworth is tackling this by
providing rehabilitation and support programmes for perpetrators of violence
to help prevent further offences being commitied.

 BCS Crime Survey 2010/11
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Activity undertaken in Wandsworth

¢ A Caring Dads Programme began in Wandsworth in September 2010
for fathers who wish to address their parenting skills when they have
been abusive to the mother of their children. There are ten spaces
available, of which 6/7 has so far been taken up.

» In conjunction with the Integrated Domestic Abuse Programme (IDAP),
support is provided by Women's Safety Officers to partners or ex-
partners of perpetrators participating in the IDAP.

Future Areas of Focus

¢ Women's Safety Officers will continue to work with {ex) partners of
perpetrators participating in the IDAP.

+ A feasibility study will be undertaken and an evidence base gathered
for a voluntary community based perpetrator programme.

« Brighter Futures funding has secured delivery of the Caring Dads
Programme for 3 years.

Wandsworth’s Violence against Women and Girls Steering Group has
committed o monitor progress against the strategy, and its associated action
plan, on a quarterly basis. Each member of the Steering Group will take a lead
for their organisation in ensuring that agreed actions are implemented and
reporting on progress.

Wandsworth Violence against Women and Girls Steering Group will oversee
the implementation of the Strategy, identifying evolving needs and priorities to
keep the Strategy and Action Plan relevant and focused.

The action plan will be reviewed and updated in April 2013 and April 2014.
Finally, the Strategy and Action Plan will be fully evaluated in March 2015.

Annual progress reports will be submitted to the Community Safety

Partnership and the Environment, Culture and Community Safety Overview
and Scruiiny Committee.

Page 18 of 19



‘Wandsworth Domestic & Sexual Violence Strategy 2012 - 2015

ASB
AVA
BAMER
DV
DVC
PHR
CAADA
CAF
CMHT
CPG
CSsP
CsuU
CSwW
CYP
ElA
FGM
FIP
FRP
GaPS
ICC
IDVA
ISVA

LGBT
MARAG
RASASC
SFSC

SPSS
STORM
SVA
YST
VAWG
WCEN
WSsCB
WSN
WWA

GLOSSARY

Anti-Social Behaviour

Against Violence & Abuse

Black Asian Minority Ethnic & Refugee
Domestic Violence

Domestic Violence Coordinator

Domestic Homicide Review

Coordinated Action against Domestic Abuse
Child Assessment Framework

Community Mental Health Team
Community Partnership Group

Community Safety Partnership

Community Safety Unit

Children’s Social Work

Children and Young People

Equality impact Assessment

Female Genital Mutilation

Family Intervention Project

Family Recovery Project

Group Work and Parenting services
Integrated Children Centres

Independent Sexual Violence Advisor
Independent Sexual Violence Advocates
Local Area Agreement

Lesbian Gay Bi-Sexual and Transgender
Multi-Agency Risk assessment Conference
Rape and Sexual Abuse Support Centre
Strengthening Families Strengthening
Cormmunities

Stay Put Stay Safe

Support Trust Opportunity Rebuilding Motivation
Sexual Violence Advocates

Youth Support Team

Violence against Women and Girls
Wandsworth Community Empowerment Network
Wandsworth Safeguarding Children’s Board
Wandsworth Safety Net

Wandsworth Women'’s Aid
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APPENDIX 3
Domestic & Sexual Violence Strategy 2012 - 2015

Initial Equality Impact Assessment — New Policy. Appendix 3
Department Community Safety
Policy Domestic and Sexual Violence
Strategy
People involved Gemma Clutterbuck, Clare O’Connor,
Stewart Low

1. What are the aims of the policy?

The strategy outlines a comprehensive, multi-agency approach to tackling
violence against women and girls within Wandsworth. The main aims are:

. Prevention: challenging the aftitudes, behaviours and practices that allow
violence to take place; intervening early to protect vulnerable children; and
encouraging increased reporting of violence to the police.

» Provision: providing support for victims of violence and ensuring staff
have adequate iraining to be able to detect viclence and deliver effective
oufcomes.

. Partnership Working: ensuring multi-agency working to tackle violence
against women and girls

- Risk Reduction: protecting victims of violence; halding perpetrators to
account for their behaviour; and providing rehabilitation for offenders to
prevent againsi further violence.

2. What is the rationale behind the policy?

The Wandsworth Domestic Violence Strategy was last published in 2010. In
line with the Coalition Government's strategy to end violence against women
and girls, the Wandsworth Domestic and Sexual Violence Strategy 2012 —
2015 replaces the Domestic Violence strategy and includes the work being
done in Wandsworth fo tackie all forms of domestic and sexual violence,
including sexual assault, ‘honour’ based violence, female genital mutilation,
forced marriage and stalking, as well as domestic violence, with a particular
focus on violence against women and girls.

3. What information do you have on the policy and the potential impact
of your policy in relation to the following?

List information you have. Do not put what the
information shows you

Information includes number of people supported
by the policy, customer satisfaction, feedback on
service, results of consultation

Race Have breakdown of victims by ethnicity
Have breakdown for MARAC

Gender Have breakdown by gender
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Have breakdown for MARAC

Disability Have breakdown for MARAC
Age Have breakdown by age
Faith National research available on honour based

violence. No local data available

Sexual Qrientation

Have breakdown for MARAC

4. Thinking about each group below please list the impact that the

policy will have.

Positive impacts of policy

Possible

negative impacts
of policy

Race

L ocal data shows that 52% of female
victims of violence and 46% of victims in
MARAC cases in Wandsworth are BAME
women. This is significantly above the
borough average which shows that 22.6%
of all female residents are BAME.

Targeted actions in the strategy:

. Engagement with Wandsworth
Community Empowerment Network -
Focus groups with BAME women in
partnership with WCEN.

nfa

Gender

The strategy aims to tackle violence
against women and girls in particular as
females are disproportionately affected by
gender-based violence. The maijority of the
actions in the strategy and action plan
relate to preventing violence against
femnales. Therefore the whole strategy will
have a positive impact in relation to women
and girls.

n/a

Disability

1% of victims referred to the MARAC in the
last year presented registered disabilities.
This highlights a potential under-reporting
by disabled victims. The Strategy includes
an action to address this.

Targeted actions in the strategy:

. Increase reporting of domestic violence
through improving data collection
concerning disabled victims

n/a

Age

Prevalence data for violence against
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women and girls in Wandsworth shows
violence is most prevalent amongst the
younger age groups and the age profile of
fermale victims shows a broad peak aged
between 18 and 35 years old. 18% of
female victims of sexual assault were aged
from 10 to 17 years old. This is above the
borough profile which shows that 8.4% of
female residents are aged 10-19 and
highlights the need for target action in this
area.

Targeted actions in the strategy include:

« Raising awareness of violence amongst
children and young people through:

o Providing information on
domestic violence 1o schools
cluster groups

o Monitoring CAF forms for
incidences of domestic
violence

o Developing grooming
awareness scenario for junior
citizens in year six.

« Providing support for young victims of
violence through:

o Community Group Project
mothers groups and
concurrent children’s groups
in children’s centres

o Strengthening Families
Strengthening Communities
groups

Faith There has been a strong focus on 'honour’
based violence (HBV) nationally with
national pieces of research commissioned
Although HBV is not restricted to certain
faiths, it can be faith-related.

Targeted actions in the strategy include:
+ Half day seminar on HBV
+ All HBV cases are referred to the

MARAC
Sexual Twao cases referred to the MARAC in the
orientation last year have involved victims from the

LGBT community. Furthermore, national
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research shows that one in four LGBT
people experience domestic violence at
some point. This suggests under-reporting
in Wandsworth. Actions have been
included in the Strategy o address this.

Targeted actions in the sirategy:

. Review the under reporting of LGBT
domaestic violence

5. Is a full ElA required? No.

The following questions should help you decide if a full EIA is required. As a
guide if you are a frontline service where the impact is unclear or negative you
will need to conduct a fuli EIA. You are unsure call Clear O'Connor on ext
7816.

¢ Does the policy support a frontline service? Yes

» is it clear what impact the policy will have on ali the equality groups?
Yes

« Overall will the change have a negative impact on any of the equality
groups? No

Comments - Please give the rationale here for not undertaking a full
EIA

tmpact is clear — will have positive impact in relation to women and girls

6. Through the initial EIA have you identified any actions that needed to-
be implemented to improve access or monitoring of the policy? (please
list)

Not applicable

Sighed

Date

Approved by: Clare O'Connor




