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A GATTON SCHOOL
CONSULTATION NOTICE

Consultation Notice on the proposed Admission Arrangements for 2020/21
Gatton Primary School, 13e Broadwater Road, London SW17 0DS

The governing body have looked at admission arrangements of other schools and the priority given to the
children of staff in their admission arrangements.

This research has resulted in the governing body proposing amendments to the admissions arrangements
for 2020/21 to reflect the local trend in their admission arrangements.

The proposed arrangements are as follows:

e The priority given to Muslim children of staff moving from criterion 4 to 2
e The priority given to Other children of staff moving from from criterion 8 to 7

The system will be operated within very strict conditions of total independence from the school or anyone
connected with it. The offer of places will be in accordance of the admissions criteria agreed by the
Governing Body.

This consultation is for the attention of:

a) parents of children between the ages of four and eleven years old

b) other persons in the area who have an interest in the proposed arrangements
c) all other admission authorities within the local area

d) the local authority (Wandsworth Borough Council)

e) any adjoining neighbouring local authorities

f) any relevant faith bodies (e.g. religious authority of the school)

The consultation period is open for 6 weeks from 20 November 2018 to 8 January 2019 and comments
should be submitted in writing to:

Chair of Admissions
Gatton Primary School
13e Broadwater Street
London SW17 0DS

Alternatively you can email your comments to the school’s email address: info@gatton.wandsworth.sch.uk

Following the consultation period all submitted comments will be considered at a governors’ meeting and
the final arrangements will be published on the school website after 28 February 2019.
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GATTON VA PRIMARY SCHOOL
ADMISSIONS POLICY SEPTEMBER 2020/21

INTRODUCTION

Gatton VA Primary School is the first Voluntary Aided Islamic School in the Borough of Wandsworth
established by the Al-Risalah Education Trust. The school will operate from a split site with Y1& Y2 housed
at the Balham Masjid site.

The school’s Islamic character is guided by the teachings of Qur'aan and Sunnah as understood and
practiced by the Ahlus-Sunnah Wal Jamaa'ah. The Governing Body wishes to attract pupils whose parents
wish them to attend a primary school with an Islamic character.

The school is normally heavily oversubscribed and the Governors are keen to ensure that children not of
the Islamic faith also have an opportunity to attend the school and therefore have agreed to make up to 10
places available as open places in the event of oversubscription.

OVERSUBSCRIPTION CRITERIA

The Governors will admit 90 children to the Reception classes in September 2019. If the school is
undersubscribed then all applicants will be offered places. In the event of oversubscription, places will be
offered in the following order of priority.

Category A: Faith Places — up to 80 places* will be offered to children of Muslim Families (notes i, ii,iii and
iv)

1. Muslim Children who are ‘Looked After’ and those who ceased to be children looked after because
they were adopted, or because they became subject to a residence order or a special guardianship
order (note v);

2.  Muslim Children of permanent staff employed directly by the school provided they have been
employed at the school for at least two years or have been appointed to meet a demonstrable skills
shortage;

3. Children whose families worship at, and are active in the life of either the Balham Mosque or the
Tooting Islamic Centre**;

4. Children of other Muslim families with a sibling*** at the school on the date of admission;

5. Children of other Muslim families living nearest to the school in order of straight line distance from
home to school as measured by Wandsworth Council’s Geographical Information System (note vii).

Category B: Open Places — up to 10 places* will be offered without reference to faith to children whose
parents desire them to be educated in a school with an Islamic ethos. This is determined through the CAF
(notei)

6. Other Children who are ‘Looked After’ and those who ceased to be children looked after because they
were adopted, or because they became subject to a residence order or a special guardianship order
(note v);

7. Other children of permanent staff employed directly by the school provided they have been employed

at the school for at least two years or have been appointed to meet a demonstrable skills shortage;

8. Other children with a sibling*** at the school on the date of admission (note vi);
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9. Other children living nearest to the school in order of straight line distance from home to school as
measured by Wandsworth Council’s Geographical Information System (note vii and viii).

Notes:

(i) * If either category of places is undersubscribed, then the remaining places will be offered to
applicants from the other category in priority order, eg any unfilled faith places will be offered to
open place applicants and vice versa.

(i) All applicants must list the school on the Local Authority Common Application Form of the Borough

they reside in.

(iii) All applicants for a Category A (Faith Place) must also complete the Gatton School’s Supplementary
Information Form which requests additional information. This is available at Gatton School and the
school website. Such applicants should complete all sections as appropriate.

(iv) **  Applicants for a criterion 3 faith place are assessed through Section 3 and section 5 of the
Supplementary form. It is assessed using a point score system — whereby each question is worth 1
point and applicants are ranked according to numbers scored. Where there is a tie, Sibling, children
of staff and then proximity criterion will apply. If applicants are unable to confirm to section 3 and
are not able to answer positively to four or more questions from section 5 and the signatures from
the Balham Mosque or TIC, the application will be ranked lower in order.

(v) A Looked After Child is a child in the care of a local authority or provided with accommodation by
that authority in accordance with section 22 of the Children’s Act 1989. An adopted child is defined
by section 46 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002.A residence order is defined by section 8 of
the Children Act 1989. A special guardianship order is defined by section 14A of the Children Act
1989.

(vi) *** A sibling is defined as a full brother or sister, a half brother or sister, a step brother or sister living at
the same address, a child who is living at the same address as part of the family by reason of a
court order, or a child who has been placed with foster carers as a result of being looked after by a
local authority.

(vii) In the event that two or more applicants have equal right to a place under any of the above criteria
and there are insufficient places, the Admissions Authority will use straight line distance from the
home to school as measured by Wandsworth Council’s Geographical Information System.

(viii)  The straight-line measurement used to prioritise applicants for admission to schools in
Wandsworth commences in all cases at the location of the property determined by the National
Land Planning Gazetteer and terminates at the central point of the school site as determined by
Wandsworth Council’s Geographical Information System. Measurements by alternative systems
and/or to other points will not be taken into account in any circumstances. Where applicants have
identical distance measurements, priority amongst them will be determined at random.

The above admission criteria will also be used for places that become available for all other year groups.

Appeals

Parents have the right of appeal to an independent appeal against any refusal by the governors to admit
their child under the School and Standards Framework Act 1998. Further details of how to appeal will be
included in the notification letter.

Waiting List
Parents of children who have not been offered a place at the school may ask for their child’s name to be
placed on a waiting list. The waiting list will be operated using the same admissions criteria listed above.
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There will be one waiting list for all applicants — with offers being made by the category in which a vacancy
has become available. (e.g. If a vacancy arises in category B — it will be offered to a category B applicant on
the waiting list etc.).

Children with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP)
Children who hold an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) which names the school will be offered a
place. These children will be included in the overall admission number of 90.

Date of Admission/Deferred Entry

Children will normally be admitted to the reception year in the September following their fourth birthday.
In line with the Admissions Code, parents have the right to request to refer their child’s entry to the
reception year until later in the school year or that their child takes up the place part-time until the child
reaches compulsory school age. Parents considering deferred admission should contact the school to
discuss the suitability for their child.

For additional information or to download a copy of the SIF or the Admission Policy, please visit the
Admissions section of the schools website: www.gatton.wandsworth.sch.uk

FAQs Admissions for Gatton School

1. Who do | make the application to?

For Reception faith places, please fill the Common Application Form (CAF) of the Borough you reside in and
the school Supplementary Information Form (SIF). The CAF is submitted to the Council and the SIF must be
submitted to Gatton School before the deadline. Receipt for SIF should be collected and retained from
Gatton School as proof of submission on time.

2. When do | make the application?

If your child is born between 1 September 2014 and 31 August 2015, then you need to make your
application before 15 January 2019. This is for children starting Reception class in September 2019. Late
applicants will not be considered until after the initial offer day.

3. What is the deadline for submitting a form?
Both application forms should be completed and received by 15 January 2019.

4. Which local authority admissions form do | complete?
You must complete the form from the local authority where you live. For example, if you live in Croydon
than you must complete the Croydon form even though you are applying for Gatton School.

5. Who co-ordinates the school admissions?

The Governing Body are the Admissions authority for Gatton VA Primary School. They determine the places
strictly in accordance with the Admission Policy. Wandsworth Council-on behalf of the school- co-ordinates
school admission arrangements for our Reception Places.

6. How do | contact Wandsworth Borough Council or the borough I reside in?

For Wandsworth the address is Pupil Services Section, Children Services Department, Town Hall Extension,
Wandsworth High Street, London SW18 2PU. You may also telephone them on 0208 871 7316. Lambeth
Council, School Admissions Team can be contacted on 020 7926 9503. Croydon Council, Education
Department can be contacted on 020 8726 6400. Merton Council, Children, Schools and Families
Department can be contacted on 020 8274 4901. For any other borough please visit the internet to gain
contact information.

7. Will the completion of only one form suffice for the application to be considered?

If you are applying for a faith place you will need to fill both forms. If only the CAF is filled then the
application will be considered under the open places. If the school form is not filled then the application
will only be considered if there are fewer faith applications than the actual places.
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8. What will happen to my applications forms once | submit them?

The LA will send details to the school confirming they have received the applications on time. The school
will send the SIF to the Balham/TIC Mosque officials for verification. The Mosque/s may contact the
applicant for verification of the information that has been provided in section 5 (category A).

9. I have a child in year six; will the younger child get the place?
The place cannot be sought under sibling category. The child in year six has to be attending school when
the younger child is admitted at the school.

10. | have been on the waiting list for a long time, why have | not gained a place?
Unfortunately, how long you have been on the waiting list is not taken into consideration. Places are gained
in accordance to the admissions policy.

11. Is there a fee or contribution that would help me to gain a place for my child?
No.

12. Will my child get priority for a place in Gatton School if they attend the Gatton Road Al-Risalah
Nursery?

No. There is no automatic transfer to the Reception class for children who attend the nursery. All parents
must reapply and be considered equally with all other applicants. The places are allocated strictly in
accordance with the admission criteria.

13. What is the average number of application forms received for Reception places?
We receive in excess of places offered each year.

14. Would you suggest we also fill another application form?
Yes. It is important that you keep your options open and apply for other school places should this option
fail to materialise.

15. We only want to send our child to a Muslim School. Why couldn’t you offer my child a place?
Unfortunately we have no more than 90 places available for Reception. Despite our desire and wish to offer
every child a place we cannot offer more than 90 places

16. Who do | contact if | am still unsure?
The Admissions Officer, Ms Shazia Nabi can be contacted on 0208 682 5570.

NOTE:
Please refer to “Choose a Wandsworth Primary School” book for further information.




DECLARATION AND SIGNATURE OF PARENT/CARER

° | certify that | am the person with parental responsibility for the child name and that the information
given is true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

() | understand that there is no automatic right of transfer from Al-Risalah Nursery to Gatton School.

° | understand that any false or deliberately misleading information given on this form and/or in supporting
information may render this application invalid, or lead to the offer of a place being withdrawn.

Parent’s/carer’s Signature

Date

CHECKLIST:

Before returning this form, please tick these boxes to confirm that you have:

|:| Read the notes on this form and visited the admission section of the school website.
I:l Completed all relevant sections on this form.

I:l Completed and returned the borough common application form.

|:| Return the form before 15 January 2020 for Reception entry.

THE COMPLETED FORM MUST BE RETURNED TO:

Gatton Primary School
13e Broadwater Road
London SW17 ODS

Mon - Fri: 8.00am - 4.00pm

Please visit the Admissions section of the schools website.

www.gatton.wandsworth.sch.uk

Gatton School Supplementary
Information Form (SIF)

Applicants must complete both this form and the Common Application
Form (CAF) for the Borough in which they live if the application is to
be considered as Muslim faith based. Those without the SIF will be
consideredas ‘openplace’applications (Category B).

September 2020

Please contact the local authority you live in for further information.

Wandsworth Children Services can be contacted on 020 8871 7316.

Please note: The Al-Risalah Nursery, Gatton School, Orchard School and
Al-Risalah Secondary are separate entities, with no automatic right of transfer
between them. Applications need to be made to each one independently.

RefNo: 15/

Please contact the school or Wandsworth Pupil Services for the final date for submitting this form.



http://www/

Gatton School, 13e Broadwater Road, opp. St. Augustine’ s Church, London SW17
ODS Tel: 020 8682 5570 www.gatton.wandsworth.sch.uk


http://www.gatton.wandsworth.sch.uk/

Ref No: SECTION 5 (Category A)

Please complete in FULL

For Parents/Carers whose main Mosque is either Balham Mosque or the Tooting Islamic Centre:
Please use a continuation sheet if you are not able to fully provide a response on this form.

° Is your Jumma/Eid Salah performed at the Balham Mosque or TIC: Y / N (please circle)
(one point)
° Is any of your weekend Salah performed at the Balham Mosque or TIC: Y / N (please circle)
SECT'ON 1 (one point)
PARTICULARSOFCHILD . Is any of your weekday Salah performed at the Balham Mosque or TIC: Y / N (pleasecircle)
(one point)
. Have you or any of your children ever attended the Balham or Tooting Madrasah? Y / N (please circle)
(one point)
Child’s Legal Surname: Date of Birth: / / (Details, INCIUAING YA OF SEUAY) ... ..eeeee et e
Child’s First Name: Child's Sex: Male Fomale | |
(Please tick)
. Do either of you attend any of the weekday or weekend circles ( bayan, programmes, dars etc.)
organised by the Balham Mosque or TIC Y [/ N (please circle)
(one point)
Please listthe programme(S) YOU AENM . .. ... it ettt e ettt et e et e et e et et ettt et e et et et e
SECTION 2 (Optional)
Parents’ Address:
. Have you taken part or assisted with any aspects of religious activities at the Balham Mosque or
TIC during the month of Ramadhan with Iftar, Eid prayers etc. Y [/ N (please circle)
(one point)
L o Y 1S A 1= - PP
Post Code: Borough Council: . Can you demonstrate in any other way your commitment to the religious activities at the Balham )
Mosque or TIC Y [/ N (please circle)
(one point)
PIEASE  1IST OIS ...ttt e ettt
SECTIONS3
NB: -The information in section 5 will only be considered if signed by all 3 of the Balham / TIC mosque signatories. The applicant may be
1. Do you believe in the Oneness of Allah? contacted for the verification of the above information

2. D live that Prophet Muh PBUH) is the | final ?
0 you belive that Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is the last and final messenger DO NOT COMPLETE THIS SECTION. RETURN TO SCHOOL OFFICE.

. . . FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:
3. Do you subscribe to the belief and practice of the Ahlus-Sunnah Wal Jamaa’ah?

I Hereby confirm the above information to be correct and to the best of my knowledge

Father: Yes No Mother: Yes No Signed by Imaam at Balham Mosque / Tooting Islamic Centre. Mosque Official 1 & Mosque Official 2
(Please tick) (Please tick)
NAME  OF IMAAIM o et Date .......coviiiiiiiiild (one. point). .
(5T T Date ...coooiiiii
SECTIONA4 [ 13 = | N Date ..o

Official Stamp of Mosque
Please provide the name & locality of your local Mosque if it is other than the Balham Mosque or TIC:

NAME  OF  IMOSQUE. ...ttt et ettt et et et aaas




contd next page....



