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1 Introduction

1.1 Neighbourhood planning is a key part of the Government's Localism agenda. It can
provide local communities with the opportunity to help shape and manage development in
their local area. Neighbourhood plans were introduced by the Localism Act 2011 which
enables communities to get together to develop planning policies at a neighbourhood level
that will become part of the local planning framework for their area.

1.2 Neighbourhood Plans can set planning policies for the use and development of land.
They can provide a range of detailed policies and proposals for an area, or set out a single
policy relating to a specific issue.

1.3 The first stage in the Neighbourhood Planning process is for a neighbourhood area to
be proposed and designated. A neighbourhood area can be proposed by a group within the
area’s community, which has to be a group that is capable of becoming the designated
neighbourhood forum for the area they are applying to have designated.

1.4 The Council then consults on the area proposed and reviews the statement of
justification submitted by the group as to why the proposed neighbourhood area is an
appropriate area. Local planning authorities have a wide discretion with regard to the issues
to be considered, but the decision must be based on the appropriateness of the area and
not what a forthcoming neighbourhood plan may seek to deliver.

1.5 The local planning authority is also required to consider whether the area applied for
should be designated as a ‘business area’ (i.e. if it is an area that is wholly or predominately
business in nature).

1.6 The Council must determine applications for a neighbourhood area and designate at
least part of the area proposed within set timescales.

1.7 A group can then make an application to be designated as the neighbourhood forum
for the area, although in practice this can be submitted at the same time as the area
application if the forum application has been produced alongside the area application. The
Council then carries out public consultation and determines the application. The key
consideration in relation to the Forum application is the degree to which the proposed
Neighbourhood Forum is representative of the proposed Neighbourhood Area.

1.8 Neighbourhood area and forum applications can be submitted to the local planning
authority simultaneously. The full process and requirements for designations as neighbourhood
area and forum are set out in Government legislation.

Joint submission of applications for a neighbourhood forum and neighbourhood
area for Tooting Bec and Broadway

1.9 The Council received applications from the proposed Tooting Bec and Broadway
Neighbourhood Forum on 7" September 2016 to establish both a Neighbourhood Area and
a Neighbourhood Forum, to be known as:
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‘Tooting Bec and Broadway Neighbourhood Area’; and to
o set-up a Neighbourhood Forum, to be known as ‘Tooting Bec and Broadway
Neighbourhood Forum’

1.10 These applications include a written constitution, Forum membership, statement of
justification and a map showing the proposed Neighbourhood Area boundary. Copies of these
documents can be found on the Council’s website:
http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplanning

1.11 The proposed Neighbourhood Area boundary falls entirely within the Wandsworth
Borough boundary and is partly contiguous with Merton and Lambeth London Borough
Councils. The Council determined that, in accordance with Section 61 F of the Town and
Country Planning Act, both the Forum and Area applications contained the necessary
information prescribed by the legislation.

1.12 This Statement of Consultation describes the consultation that was undertaken,
provides a summary of responses received, and the Council’s responses to these comments.

Further information:

Visit our website: http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplanning
Telephone: (020) 8871 7620
Email: planningpolicy@wandsworth.gov.uk



http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/
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2 Consultation Undertaken

2.1 Comments were invited on both the Neighbourhood Area and Neighbourhood Forum
applications from 9 January 2017 for a 6 week period to ending on 20 February 2017. The
Council’s consultation set out the details of the consultation period and how and where
comments could be made.

2.2  The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) set out the
consultation requirements for neighbourhood planning. The Regulations require that as soon
as possible after receiving an area and/or forum application, the Council must publicise the
applications on their website for at least six weeks and bring it to the attention of people
who live, work or carry on business in the area. In accordance with the Regulations the
following consultation was carried out:

2.3 The applications, including details of how to make representations, were publicised
on the Council’s website. In addition a notice was published in the local newspaper
(Wandsworth Local Guardian) and laminated street notices were posted up in prominent
locations within the proposed Neighbourhood Area. In addition the Council used both Twitter
and Facebook to publicise the consultation:

e Oth January (at initial launch of the consultation);
e 23rd January (giving a reminder of one month left to contribute); and
¢ 10th February 2017 (giving a reminder of just over a fortnight left to contribute).

2.4 A press notice of the application and details of consultation also appeared in the
Council’s E-newsletter and Brightside online (the Council’s magazine with a circulation of
around 50,000 homes) on 13 January, 10 February and 17 February 2017.

2.5 There was also a post on Streetlife in January 2017 to notify people of the consultation.
Streetlife is a British social network for local communities, which aims to help people make
the most of where they live by connecting with their neighbours and sharing practical
information, advice and resources. People sign up with their postcode and email address,
and the Council automatically connects them with the Streetlife users in their local area, and
keeps users posted on the discussions happening in their local area.

2.6 The Council also used its Local Plan database of people and organisations that have
made previous comments and/or expressed an interest to be kept informed of progress of
local planning documents. Those on the Local Plan Database who live or work within the
Tooting Bec and Broadway postcode area and businesses were sent letters and/or emails
depending on how they had requested to be kept informed of local planning matters.

2.7 Aformal letter of consultation was sent to both Merton and Lambeth Councils’ planning
teams as the proposed neighbourhood area is contiguous with both Councils’ boundaries.
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2.8 A total of 42 laminated street notices were posted up (on the weekend before the
start of consultation dates) in prominent locations chosen to capture a variety of members
of the community, including workers and residents. These were erected in locations outside
schools, religious institutions, Tooting Leisure centre, Tooting Library, Tooting Bec and Tooting
Broadway London Underground stations, main shopping locations and along roads defining
the edges of the proposed neighbourhood area.

2.9 Hard copies of the application, a notice of consultation (which included details of how
to make representations and the deadline by which they should be received) were available
for viewing at the Council’s offices and hard copies of the Forum and Area applications and
statutory notice were available for reference at Tooting library. The library’s notice stated
that electronic responses were encouraged but further paper copies could be made available
on request, and it also stated that further information and downloadable versions of all the
documents can be found on the Council’s website.
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3 Representations and the Council’s response

3.1 At the end of the consultation period on 20 February 2017, representations had been
received from 39 contributors. There were three representations specifically about the
boundary of the proposed neighbourhood area, and one representation raising a query about
the proposed Forum membership. The majority of responses were supportive or sought more
information. Where more information was requested, to assist the consultation process the
Council sent an emailed response which comprised a summary of the consultation and contact
details of the proposed Neighbourhood Forum.

3.2 The consultation process was successful in reaching a wide range of respondents
which included individual residents, statutory/regulatory bodies and local groups:

Statutory consultees and other regulatory organisations who responded:

» Historic England and Greater London Archaeological Advisory Service

¢ London Underground Infrastructure Protection Transport for London (TfL)
e Sport England

e The Health and Safety Executive

e The National Grid

e The Environment Agency

Local Groups who responded:

e The Balham and Tooting Community Association (BACTA)
e The Wandsworth Environmental Forum (WEF)

3.3 The responses to both the Forum and Area applications alongside the Council’s response
are summarised in Appendix 1. The responses can be broadly summarised as follows:

RESPONSE NUMBER

(includes mixed responses)

Support 12-including mixed responses
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RESPONSE NUMBER

(includes mixed responses)

Other (includes no 31 — Two of which raised particular queries
comments /seeking on the boundaries of the Area application but
further information) did not object per se. One raised queries on

the make up of the Proposed Forum.

Object Zero

3.4 One comment was made about the Forum membership, specifically the respondent
was unclear about how the Forum members came to be selected or where they were from.
This was made as part of a mixed response which supported the principle of community
involvement in planning issues. The Council considers that sufficient information has been
provided with the application to demonstrate that the Forum’s membership meets the criteria
set out in the regulations, which includes local residents and elected members. The supporting
information also demonstrated how the proposed Forum had sought to engage with the
community prior to applying to the Council.

3.5 Comments were received from two individuals to the proposed boundary, and one
comment was made on the appropriateness of the area being designated a neighbourhood
area. One respondent suggested whether a street which was beyond the proposed
neighbourhood area boundary in the London Borough of Merton could be included.

3.6 Another respondent suggested that Furzedown ward should be included in the area
boundary. In both cases, the statement of justification explains that the proposed boundary
was drawn up by engaging a wide range of residents and organisations to reach a compromise
between widely held concepts of Tooting’s extent and what will be a manageable area for
neighbourhood plan making. With respect to Furzedown, the Statement confirms that a
number of consultations were held with Furzedown-based groups who accepted this
conclusion.

3.7 Historic England’s representation noted that the proposed Neighbourhood Area would
split two conservation areas and that they would normally advise neighbourhood area
boundaries to follow existing defined boundaries. In response, the Council note the concern
of Historic England about the principle of splitting conservation areas when formulating plans
or policies and the Council would work with the proposed Neighbourhood Forum to ensure
the character of the conservation areas remain. As the consultation relates only to the first
stage of the neighbourhood planning process, i.e. the Forum and Area application, it is
considered that this issue is more appropriately addressed in the subsequent plan-making
stages.
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3.8 Inresponse to all representations, the Council considers that the proposed boundary
is appropriate and in accordance with relevant legislation and national Planning Practice
Guidance.

3.9 Other than Historic England, the five public/statutory bodies that responded provided
their general standing advice for neighbourhood planning and made no specific comments.
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