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Consultation on proposed permanent expansion of Hotham Primary School

Wandsworth, like many other London boroughs, is experiencing an exceptionally high demand for reception places in many of its primary schools. School roll projections suggest that the current situation is not a temporary increase but part of a continuing upward trend.
In order to meet demand, the Council created temporary additional places at a number of popular and oversubscribed schools for September 2009.

The main reason for the increase in demand is the rising birth rate in much of the London area. The Council’s pupil place projections show that the demand for extra places will continue to rise over the next few years.

The Council is therefore proposing to expand Hotham School and is seeking your views on its proposal.

Proposals for Hotham School
For Hotham, the Council’s proposal is to permanently enlarge the physical capacity of Hotham in order to accommodate extra pupils. 15 pupils will be added to the reception year group each year. The current admission number for the school is 45 and the proposed admission number will be 60, i.e. 2 forms of entry.  
It is also proposed that a bilingual stream (French and English) at Hotham School will start from September 2011.  In 2011, 30 pupils will be admitted to the bilingual class and 30 to a class taught entirely in English. All pupils will be admitted using the same admission criteria but parents will be able to express a preference for the bilingual or English class.
The proposal for the re-modelling of Hotham Primary School and the construction of an extension to the school has been developed in consultation with the school community, and can be viewed on the Council’s Planning Website.  The planning application number is 2009/2419.  The proposal comprises an extension to the school alongside Hotham Road, consisting of a new kitchen and school hall and a new entrance area, with offices.  It also includes re-modelling the existing school, in particular improving the nursery and reception classes and their dedicated play areas. The proposals minimise the loss of playground space
Initially, additional suitable temporary accommodation will be provided to accommodate the extra pupils, until new permanent accommodation is ready in 2012.
The Council welcomes views from all those with an interest in Hotham School and I look forward to receiving your comments and suggestions.

Yours sincerely
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Bruce Glockling

BSF (Building Schools for the Future) Project Director

Please provide comments in the box below by 27 October 2009 and send to:

Saskia Andrews, BSF Project Officer (Pupil Place Planning), Education Planning, Wandsworth Town Hall, Wandsworth High Street, London SW18 2PU.

Email: primaryexpansionconsultation@wandsworth.gov.uk
This letter is available to download from the Council’s websitehttp://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/33/buildingschoolsforthe_futurebsf/489/consultations
Alternatively your comments can be given by hand to the school office who will forward them to the Council.

	Please provide comments on the proposed expansion of Hotham Primary School to 2 forms of entry (60 pupils per year) and the proposal to start a bilingual class (French and English) at the school.

Please state whether you are a parent with a pupil currently at Hotham Primary School, a parent with pre-school children, a governor, a member of staff, a local resident or other e.g. representing an institution

…………………………………………………………………….

Name……………………………………………………………………………….

Postal address ……………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………..

Date…………………..
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Director of Children’s Services: Paul Robinson
Assistant Director (Planning and Resources): Adrian Butler
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